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Newsletter No. 51      Summer 2022 
    

Editorial 

CELEBRATION DAY 
 

Time is moving fast towards Tanfield’s 110th 

anniversary Celebration Day, which will be held in 
school on Saturday October 15th, from 11am till 3pm.  
We hope it will be a lovely opportunity to renew old 

acquaintances and see your old school as it is now. 
There is a lot that you will still recognise and some 

places that you have never seen.  
 

The school caterers will provide a buffet lunch. All the 
details of how to purchase buffet tickets and the choices 
that are available are on the following pages. 

Information about car parking on the day is also there. 
 

Likewise, the association are producing another book, 
‘Tanfield Then and Now’, bringing Tanfield’s history 

bang up to date – as well as adding more memories of 
AWS, SGS, Tanfield Secondary, Tanfield 
Comprehensive and on into the 21st century. Details of 

how to buy in advance or reserve a copy of the book 
are also on the pages following.  

 
All the details that are available to you now will be made 

available a little later to non-members as well – people 
who follow us on our website and on Facebook, so if you 
want to be sure of buffet, parking and book, letting us 

know sooner would be better than later.  
 

We really look forward to seeing you. 
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Saturday 15th October 2022 
11am to 3pm 

 

Tanfield School will be celebrating 110 years of serving the community and 

you are warmly invited to be part of the celebration!  
 

The school will be open to visitors from 11am to 3pm. After signing in, you 
will be welcomed by the Head Teacher, Steven Clough, and the President of 

the Tanfield Association, Ted Brabban. There will be displays of photos and 
guided tours of the school.  

 
The latest book, ‘Tanfield Then and Now 1912-2022’ will be on sale. 
The cutting of the celebration cake will take place shortly before the opening 

of the buffet. 
 

The buffet will be available from 12.30pm to 2.00pm. Buffet tickets must be 
bought in advance. Details of choices and how to order tickets by post 

are on the following pages. To book online, use the Tanfield Association 
website where you can pay by Paypal or by credit/debit card. The buffet 
will be prepared by the school caterers, Aspens. 

 
Tours of the school will be arranged so that you can see the school that you 

knew, as well as the inevitable changes that have been made over time. We 
think you will be impressed.  

 
Parking for Blue Badge holders will be available as far as possible in the 
small visitors’ car park near to Reception. The large staff car park, whose 

entrance is a little further down the road from the school, will be available for 
all other visitors. See more details on following pages. 

 
More details of the event will be included in a later issue of the newsletter, 

on the association’s website and Facebook page, as well as by email and 
Royal Mail where necessary. **** Please check the website and Facebook 
page regularly for updates.**** 

 
You may sign in and sign out at times which suit you, and stay for as long or 

short a time as you wish. You do not need to buy tickets for the buffet unless 
you wish to, though at this time there are no alternative arrangements for 

refreshments to be provided. 
 
If you have any questions, we will try to answer them to your satisfaction. 

Email Elizabeth Hawkins at secretaire@tanfield-association.org or make 
contact by phone or mail. Phone number and address are on the front page 

of the newsletter and on one of the following pages. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:secretaire@tanfield-association.org
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TANFIELD’S 110TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION BUFFET 
 

PRICE £8.50 

 
INCLUDES A MAIN COURSE, DESSERT AND DRINK 

 
Option 1 

 
‘Voulet-Poulez’ Seasoned Chicken Drumstick with Paprika-dusted Potato 
Wedges and Slaw 

 
 

Option 2 
 

Veggie Hot Dog with Paprika-dusted Potato Wedges and Slaw 
 
 

Option 3  
 

Chicken Rogan Josh with Rice, Naan Bread and Tomato & Red Onion Salad 
 

 
Option 4 
Spiced Sweet Potato & Bean Stew with Rice, Naan Bread and Tomato & Red 

Onion Salad 
 

 
 

There will be a selection of desserts to follow. 
(traybakes/cakes/biscuits/muffins) 

 

A choice of drinks is included: tea, coffee or a cold soft drink 
 
 

Please book your buffet meal in advance.  

 
To order tickets by post, the booking form 

is on the next page. 

 
To order tickets online, use the Tanfield 

Association website (www.tanfield-
association.org) where you can pay by 

Paypal or by credit/debit card. 

http://www.tanfield-association.org/
http://www.tanfield-association.org/
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TANFIELD SCHOOL 110TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DAY 
Saturday 15TH October 11AM –3PM 

 
A BUFFET WILL BE SERVED FROM 12.30PM TO 2PM IN THE DINING HALL 

 

BUFFET TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT IN ADVANCE. The deadline for buying 
tickets is the end of August. 

 
Tickets will be printed with guests’ names and the option they have chosen (1. 

Chicken drumstick 2. Veggie hot dog 3. Chicken Rogan Josh 4. Sweet Potato & 
Bean Stew) 

 

Please print the name of the ticket holder and the option that they have 
chosen below. 

 
Name 1 ……………………………………. Name 2 …………………………………………… 

 
Chosen option ………………………….. Chosen option …………………………………. 

 
Name 3 ……………………………………… Name 4 …………………………………………… 

 

Chosen option …………………………… Chosen option …………………………………. 
 

Please advise us if you have any allergies or dietary requirements below and 
we will inform the catering team at Tanfield School 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Address to which tickets will be sent    

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Contact number……………………………Email address ………………………………… 

 

 

I require …………. buffet tickets @ £8.50 each 
 
I enclose a stamped addressed envelope and a cheque for £_______________ 

payable to Tanfield Association 
 

Please send completed forms and payment to: 
Tanfield Association, c/o Mrs S Donkin, 19 Lindom Avenue, Chester-Le-

Street, Co Durham DH3 3PP. 
 
Buffet tickets will be sent to you a few days after we receive your 

application. 
 

**********Please bring tickets with you to the event ********* 
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Celebration Day Parking 
 

We presume that most visitors will arrive by car. There are two car parks 

– the main staff car park and the small visitors’ car park where parking is 
limited. 
 

BLUE BADGE holders will be able to park in the small visitors’ car park 
as far as possible.  

 
All other cars will need to be parked in the main staff car park, which is 

on the same side of the road as the school, a little further down the road. 
All parking will be free of charge. 
 

It would be useful to know how many people will need to use the small visitors’ 
car park, so we are asking Blue Badge holders to let us know that they 

require parking close to the school. Please contact Elizabeth and give her the 
registration number of the car you will arrive in. The school has asked us to 

log the registration numbers of vehicles using the small visitors’ car park. 
 
You can contact Elizabeth  

 

• by phone or text message on 07905191977 

 

• by email on secretaire@tanfield-association.org 

 

• By post at the following address: 

 

Tanfield Association c/o Mrs E Hawkins 

15 Thirlmere 

Birtley 

Chester-Le-Street 

Co Durham 

DH3 2JY 

 

For questions regarding Celebration Day information on the website, please 

contact Howard Bott by email on 
 

webguru@tanfield-association.org 

 
Thank you. 

  

mailto:secretaire@tanfield-association.org
mailto:webguru@tanfield-association.org
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TANFIELD SCHOOL      1912-2022      THEN AND NOW  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Cover design by Ted Brabban 

 
The latest book about Tanfield School’s history brings us right up to date. 

There is nothing new to add to the school’s distant past but we still have 
plenty of members who went to Alderman Wood, Stanley Grammar, Tanfield 
Secondary, Tanfield Comprehensive and on into the 21st century. They have 

sent their photos and memories to enrich the school’s story, and even as I 
write this, I know more will be on their way. There will eventually be 240 pages 

of Tanfield as it was and as it is. It’s a great story! 
 

The book is being launched on Saturday 15th October at the Celebration Day, 
but you can order or reserve it in advance if you wish. Advance orders will 
help us to see how many we need to have printed.  

 

1. Ordering and paying for a copy of the book, plus postage and 

 packing. 
 

• You can order a copy through the post, paying by cheque, or 

online via the association’s website, paying by credit/debit card 

or through Paypal. The book by itself will cost £10, with £3.50 

postage and packing.            

 

• Total cost: £13.50. 

 

• To order by post, please fill in the order form on the next page 

or, if you cannot print out the order form, simply send us the 

same information by post. 

 

• To order online, please use the association’s website and follow 

the instructions there.  Website address: www.tanfield-

association.org 

http://www.tanfield-association.org/
http://www.tanfield-association.org/
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ORDER FORM 
 

I would like to order _______ copy(copies) of the book, with P&P, at £13.50. 

 
Total cost   £_________ 

 
NAME____________________________________________ 
 

Address to which book(s) should be sent:__________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I enclose a cheque for £_____________made payable to Tanfield Association. 
 
Please send the cheque and completed Order Form to: Tanfield Association, 

c/o Mrs Susan Donkin, 19 Lindom Avenue, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham 
DH3 3PP. 

 
Books will be despatched shortly after the Celebration Day on October 15th 

2022. 

OR 
 

2. You can reserve a book in advance and can pick it up and pay for it on 

the Celebration Day - or at some other convenient time after that. 

Cost: £10 

 

To reserve a copy of the book only (no postage and packing charge) which 

will be picked up on the Celebration Day or after that, please fill in the 

Reservation Form. 

 

TANFIELD THEN AND NOW will be available from October 15th 2022.   

 

You can reserve a copy by filling in this form and posting it to:  

Tanfield Association c/o Mrs E Hawkins, 15 Thirlmere, Birtley, Chester-Le-

Street, Co Durham DH3 2JY or by sending the same information by email 

at secretaire@tanfield-association.org 
 

RESERVATION FORM 
 

I would like to reserve ________ copy/copies of the book, which will be picked 
up and paid for at the Celebration Day or at a later date. Cost per book £10. 

 
Total cost  £_______ 

 
NAME____________________________ADDRESS ______________________________ 

 
CONTACT INFO.  
 

Phone number:___________________Email address:__________________________ 

mailto:secretaire@tanfield-association.org
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Photo frame – Then and Now 
 

These two photos were sent by Allan Pearson, who has lived in the US for 
many years. The photo on the left shows him making a photo frame in Ted 

Brabban’s class in 1964. The photo – in the frame that he made – can be seen 
on Allan’s bookcase in the photo on the right. A great memento of Tanfield! 

 
 
 

‘I still have my photo frame, it is in my study. I had a very nice email from Ted 
back in January 2007 after I had sent the same photograph to Fred 

Westwater.  Not sure why but I did look at the bottom of the frame and it has 
“Pearson 3B” written on the bottom, so that must be Christmas Term 1964, 

according to my Pupil’s Report Book as there were no comments on the 
Summer 1965 page. I believe the person at the very rear is Terry Whitehead, 
the boy with glasses I recognize and think his surname starts with a B, and I 

believe Fenton is the one next to my right shoulder.’ Allan  
 
Another photo sent to us recently 

– Mary Barkley (née Snaith) and 
her husband Hugh, who have 

been happily married for over 60 

years. They were both pupils at 
Tanfield in the 40s/50s. 
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Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 

 
 

Flags flying, bunting, ice 
cream vans, a lunchtime 

barbecue, tree planting, 
games  - all of these 

came together to 
celebrate the jubilee. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The school celebrated the Queen’s platinum jubilee a week early, since the 
actual date fell at half term when the school would be closed. Flags and 

bunting decked the school, free ice creams were available for all, the sun 
shone and Friday afternoon became ‘Fun Friday’. Councillor Joyce Charlton, 

a member of the association’s Working Exec and a former pupil, planted a 
tree to commemorate the event and 1950s games such as quoits were played. 

Members of the association’s committee were invited to come along and enjoy 
the afternoon, which we did – especially the free ice creams! 
 

Long queues of kids 

at the ice cream 
vans, but luckily we 
were honoured 

guests so we could 
jump the queue! In 

all the years the 3 of 
us were at Tanfield 

as pupils and staff, 
this was probably 
the first time we’d 

ever eaten ice cream cones in the 
school yard! 

 
The day involved a celebration of a 

different sort, when Jonathan Coates 
was presented with a replacement of 
the Tanfield Glass, which had been 

presented to him in 2020 for his 
outstanding ongoing work in 

improving the school environment. 
Sadly, the original glass had been 

smashed when the office ceiling came 
down. Due to the pandemic, it had 

been impossible to replace the glass until now. 
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The 52ers 
 

 
 
On 20th June a group of us met up with a fellow 52er, namely Lis Dawson, for 

lunch at the King’s Head, Lanchester. Lis is originally from Catchgate but has 
lived in Canada for many years; she was in the area visiting friends and family. 

We all enjoyed the good food and the lively conversation. Lis had to leave 
immediately afterwards to catch a train to London, in order to avoid the train 
strike. In London she would meet up with the Vancouver Opera Guild group. 

With Lis as their leader, beginning on 21st Jun, they are visiting Oxford, 
Highgrove House and gardens, Salisbury, Avebury Manor and Wilton House, 

Brighton. During the course of the tour they will be attending several operas 
including Dvorak’s Rusalka, The Yeoman of the Guard by G&S, Puccini’s la 

Boheme, Verdi’s Otello and Mozart’s Cosi fan Tutti. 
 
Doesn’t it all sound exciting! I wish I could join the tour, don’t you? 

 
The people on the photograph are Liza Morgan, Alan Jenssen, Joan Nichol, 

Lis Dawson, Eileen Portsmouth, Marjorie Skipsey, Amy Bilton, Audrey 
Gardiner and Euan Ross.  

 
Amy Bilton 
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In Memory of Fred Westwater 
 

It is our sad task to report the recent death 
of Fred Westwater. Fred was the driving force 

behind the Tanfield Association as well as 
being a respected member of staff who was 
very popular with the pupils. It was through 

Fred’s efforts that the Tanfield Association 
was able to play important roles in Tanfield 

becoming a Specialist College of Science and 
Technology and later in preventing the 

school from being closed. 
 
Fred’s legacy can be seen in the many 

comments that have been left on the 
association’s Facebook page, some of which 

we are reproducing here.  
 

These are from people he taught. 
 

We were there today. Didn't go into the church as felt that was for family and 

close friends, the bagpipes to and from the church were so lovely and the 
flowers in car with word "HERO" summed Mr Westwater up to a T, I will always 

remember the laughter we had as our form tutor always breaking the rules 
and him laughing about it and more often than not joining in the jokes, RIP 

Sir. 
 
Lovely guy RIP sir. One of life's good guys. 

 

Arr, such sad news he was a brilliant teacher RIP Mr Westwater xx 
 

Lovely teacher RIP Mr Westwater  
 
He was an absolute legend. Must have made a difference to so so many kids’ 

lives.  
 

A true legend, so many happy memories of this amazing man. 
 

What a lovely teacher he was. 
 
Such a very lovely man who gave so much to the community. 

 
Sad news. Mr Westwater was a tower of strength to me when I was at school.  

 
A true gentleman, kind and so caring and a fantastic teacher. 

 
A lovely teacher - he always had a smile and was very approachable. 
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Lovely Man & Teacher, softly spoken and knew how to listen and 
communicate with teenagers. 

 
Sad news - RIP Mr Westwater. An incredibly human teacher who really 

connected with the pupils. A lovely legacy he leaves. 
 

Fred - and Ted 
 

Fred and Ted at a school 
presentation evening in 2012 

 
Our paths crossed, (although we 

didn’t realise it until years later), 
when we were young teenagers. 

Fred played a starring role in his 
Boys’ Brigade football team, and I 
played (not too well!!) for   White- 

Le-Head Brigade. He may have been 
the annoying lad who kept passing 

me, until frustration led me to ‘tap 
his ankles’. Shameful! 

 
Later he came to teach at Tanfield 

where I was established. Our paths 
didn’t cross a lot, we were at the 
extreme ends of different buildings. 

However, about the time that I retired Fred had pushed to launch the 
Association. He was keen for me to be part of it. Myself, I wasn’t keen! My 

later years as a teacher were a disappointment. The school had changed, the 
work had changed, and perhaps my dream had changed. I couldn’t wait to be 

away! 
 
I must have mellowed. After a couple of years or so, after another ‘invitation’ 

I agreed to join. Fred could be very persistent! Shortly afterward Fred installed 
me as part of his executive. It was at one of those meetings, at Fred’s home, 

that Tom Harpe announced that he could no longer commit to producing the 
next Newsletter, and Fred, in his wily way, asked if I could get them out of a 

hole! That was it, the bait was taken! I have just edited Issue 50. 
 
In the early days Fred would submit articles, handwritten, for inclusion. Apart 

from improving my typing, it also sharpened my editing skills because Fred 
was of the school that thought “Why use 5 words when 50 will do the job!” I 

could rely on Fred, he always had something to say, and it always made for 
good reading. 

 
We worked well together. Without the drive of Fred there would be no 
Association, and to the end, despite his failing health he still liked to know 

how things were going. Thank you, Fred, for restoring my ‘faith’ as it faltered. 
We will miss you. 

Ted Brabban. 


