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Archie Howat- Interview
The following. interview is ill re-
sponse to many members of the
Tanficld Association asking ques-

, tions about Archie Howat, who of
course. is Head teacher of our

i School. Some of the most popular
questions are: - Who is he? Where
docs he come from? What is his
background? What are his philoso-
phies" Etc.

The result is and can only be a small
part 01" the story, but we hope it will
answer some 01' the questions.

!\ Yorkshire man born in Bradford to
a Lancashire mother, a primary
school teacher and a Scottish father
serving in the Bradford Police Force,
who rose to the very high rank of
Chief Superintendent of Police.
Archie has an older sister who is also
,1 teacher, now retired and living in
Cardiff and a younger brother living
ill York.

His childhood was settled, contented
and happy. At the age of five he at-
tended a Church of England Primary
School until the age of eleven. Dur-
in_:: these years he was an enthusias-
tic Cub SCOLIt and a member of the
church choir where he discovered his
love of music and singing. He con-
tinued in the Scouts until his late
teens, taking part in all the activities
that entails. He also continued with
his choral singing at Church and
later became a member of the Paro-
eh iaI Church Council, 1-1 is love of
music and singing led him to join
The Bradford Gilbert and Sullivan
Society where he took part in many
performances with the Society.
Archie passed the II + examinations
in 19.:' S and attended Carlton gram-
mar School in Bradford, an 'all
boys' school (as was often the rule in
those times) following a very tradi-
tiona I 1'(11"111 of education. He gener-
ally enjoyed school life and took part
in many activities including being a
member of the School Choir and a
violinist in the School Orchestra. He
was taught music by Tom Pratt who
became M usic Adviser for County
Durham.

His enthusiasm for English was de-

veloped from Grammar School days,
where he was a prominent member of
the School Drama Society.

When asked if there were any lessons
of lite he could take to the future, from
this time at Carlton Grammar School.
Archie quoted memories of classroom
incidents where he felt acutely inade-
quate and did not meet the
'expectations' of the teachers - and did
not receive encouragement.

These remembered instances helped
him to realise that young people should
not be made to feel that they have
failed in any particular area, but should
be positively encouraged to develop.
He believes that teachers are there to
enthuse and to encourage, to open
doors of new experiences and to give
opportunity. He believes that many
talents are never tapped. Archie also
firmly believes that people can do a
great deal more than we give them
credit for, and that school is just the
first step in 'Life-Long Learning'. He
gives an example of this in his own
studying of Italian at Evening Classes.

He went on to sixth form where he
took History and Engl ish at 'A' level
and during this time he also became
Head Boy of Carlton Grammar School.
Archie made many friends during his
Grammar School years and he still
communicates with them. He feels that
these friendships are very important
and appreciates how the Tanfield Asso-
ciation can provide an important link
between people who attended our
school at Tanfield.

Archie studied English and History at
Lancaster University. He gained a BA.
Degree and added to til is a Master's
Degree in Education from Leeds Uni-
versity. He was active in University
societies including the Drama Society
and its performances. He also greatly
enjoyed walking in the North Lanca-
shire Countryside. His time at Univer-
sity was in the mid-sixties, the time of
'flower power'; The Beatles: The
Beach Boys; and the Swinging Sixties
music; Archie describes th is period as
a 'good time'. He also claims there
was a lot of hard work, but many
happy memories.

His first leaching post was at a purpose
built Comprehensive School in his
home city of Bradford. The school had
been newly built in 1964 and was on Iy
four years old when he began working
there in 1968. The school had a student
population of one thousand four hun-
dred, aged from II years to 18 years.
with examinations in CSE's, '0' levels
and 'A' levels. Archie taught English
at all levels and to all ages. He de-
scribes how gratifying it is to see pupils
start at I I years of age and to on to
achieve a 15t class Honours degree in
English and to appreciate that one has
played a part in the achievement.

He describes the staff as all newly ap-
pointed and all believers in comprehen-
sive education. It was a young staff and
they all felt a 'spirit of adventure'. This
was an exciting time and there were lots
of very good work recognised in the
school.

Archie had many responsibilities in the
school including Librarian, working
with the P.T.A, Head of English, Head
of Year (450 pupils in each year
group), member of School Management
Team, and Senior Teacher. When
asked "What makes a successful
teacher?" he replied "The ability to en-
courage young people to find out what
they are good at and helping them to do
it, 'caring', and taking them beyond
their dreams - giving them confi-
dence". Archie left Bradford in 1984 to
become Deputy Head Teacher at
Tanfield . There was a full HMI In-
spection of the school in 1988 in which
certain aspects of the school received
high praise. 111 1989 Archie Howat was
appointed Head Teacher at Tanfield
Comprehensive School. When asked
about the role of a Head teacher he said
that he "believed a Head teacher should
lead from the front; set the example;
expect hard work from staff; give op-
portunities to staff as well as pupils in
their development; encourage a dy-
namic workforce; and to achieve the
right balance of staff'. When asked to
name some of the more outstanding
events at Tanfield, he gave the follow-
ing three: The winning of the
'Technology School Initiative' in 1992,
(the first school in County Durham to
do so); The School Fire in 1997 - a
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