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EDITORIAL 

In future the Grammarian will be issued 
twice a year, in the middle of the smmner and 
Autumn terms, instead of at the end of every 
term as before. This was decided for various 
reasons, the main one being that often the 
results of the House Matches had to be left 
over until the following term and therefore 
did not evoke as much enthusiasm as they 
would have done had the reports been printed 
sooner. 

The Old Students fared badly when the 
magazine was issued at the end of the term, 
for many of them received it too late to find 
out the date of the Re-union, thus missing 
the opportunity of seeing old school friends 
again. 

Another reason was the lack of support 
from the pupils. This is their magazine and 
we should like to receive more articles from 
both present and past scholars. 

-we gratefully acknowledge the magazines 
received from the following grammar schools : 
Jarrow, R u therford, \Volsingham, Johnston, 
Ryhope, King James I, Durham Girls', 

No. 14. 

Consett, VVashington, Stockton Girls', Tyne
mouth, and Spennyrnoor Alderman Wraith. 

Open Day this year was very successful. 
A great many parents visited the School. 
Many of them saw specimens of needlework 
lent by the Needlework Development Scheme 
(which also supplies the School with leaflets) 
shown in the library. 

The Right Honourable William Whiteley, 
C.H., M.P., was the speaker for Speech Day 
this year. Mr. Whiteley presented a fine 
English Oak screen to the School, which 
was made by our own Handicrafts Master, 
Mr. Harrison. The Staff and Students are 
extremely grateful to Mr. Whiteley for this 
fine gift. 

None of the present Students will have 
known Mr. Hardy, late headmaster of the 
School, but many of the staff and Old Students 
will remember him. Mr. Hardy died this 
year and we are printing a photograph of him 
for remembrance, in this issue of the 
magazine. Mr. Hardy gave the playing field 
to the School thus giving us an advantage in 
this respect over other local schools. 

We wish to congratulate John Maughan, a 
former pupil of the School, who won an 
Amateur Cup "\Vinners' medal whilst playing 
left back for Pegasus, the combined Univer
sity team which won the Amateur Football 
Challenge Cup this season. 

Last Easter Term we had two students, 
Mr. Miller and Mr. Stokoe, for school practice 
and we wish them every success in their 
future careers. 

Several of our students have achieved 
success in out of school activities. The follow
ing having been brought to our notice :-

Examinations under the Associate Board 
of the Royal School of Music. 

W. A. Moir, a Past Student, is in much 
demand as a singer and gained 94 marks out 
of a possible 99. 

Edwina Rogerson, now a Past Student, 
gained a distinction in Grade V higher. She 
also received a local centre book award for 
excellence in pianoforte playing in the Higher 
Senior Division of the London College of 
Music in December, 1947. 

.. 
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Other successes include Sylvia Ward, 
F lorence Hutchinson (Distinction in both 
lower an<l Grade V), Margaret Armstrong 
(Grade V, Merit), Joan Hobbs (Grade VI, 
Distinction) and Cecil Johnson (Lower, 
Merit). 

The following Senior Scouts of the 1st 
Annfield Plain troop have qualified for the 
Fireman's Badge :- C. Beecroft, T. Cla rk, 
R. Hutchinson, S. Muirhead, W. Pescod, A. 
Porter, E. Rainbow, R. Rose and D. York. 
Not to be outdone the following 3rd Stanley 
Rangers have also qualified for this badge :
Dorothy Hardy, Betty Shield, Catherine 
Bell, Sheila Lyons, Jean Ross, and Jean 
Rainbow. 

B . Price, R. Rose, E . Rainbow and D. 
York w on their King's Scout Badges just 
recently. Colin Armstrong, Past Student, 
also received this badge whilst attending this 
school. Sheila Lyons is the only girl in thi~ 
school (or in the district) who has won the 
Queen's Guide Badge. ' 

Dorothy Howard, another Past Student, 
last year gained her A.L.C.M., and won fir~t 
place in the Soprano class at Consett Music 
Festival, 1951, gaining h ighest marks among 
the competitors in the solo group. 

Another Old Student, Major Terence Aram, 
has been brought to the public notice, having 
been appointed Deputy Assistant Director, 
Mechanical Engineering, at British Army of 
the Rhine Headquarters. 

Any further information about the activities 
and achievements of either past or present 
students will be gladly received. 

K . LowsoN, VI. 

A TRIBUTE TO MR. HARDY 

1\fany Past Students along with myself 
m ust have often h ad the feeling t h at Mr. 
Hardy could never die, as indeed, he never 
will in the hearts of t he hundreds of students 
who had the priv ilege and the joy of 
attending Alderman Wood School when Mr. 
H ardy was its Headmaster. 

When we were in the Junior School, we were 
som etimes rather afraid of the very tall and 
very thin man who looked at us each one, 
straight in the eye, and addressed us by 
name before we realised that he was even 
aware of our existence. But this fear was 
soon replaced by respect, and to the respect 
was added love when we understood that 

whether we did right or wrong, Mr . Hardy 
knew always what we had done before we h ad 
time t,o confess or report ourselves, and 
never did he fail to blame or praise justly . 
Because Mr. Hardy was unfailingly aware of 
our actions and dealt with each one justly, 
the longer we were in the school the greater 
became our confidence and faith in om 
Headmaster. 

How much Mr. Hardy thought about us all 
and about all the pupils who will ever a ttend 
this school is demonstrated perfectly by t he 
gift of the playing field which is intended to 
give pleasure to all who are member8 of the 
school. I t was also Mr. H ar dy, I believe, 
who gave the school its motto, and he selected 
an English motto that all may understand. 
The greatest tribute we, the Past Students, 
and the present pupils, who now enjoy the 
advantages of an extensive playing field, 
can pay to Mr. Hardy, is to practise the motto 
" First things first," which h e considered 
fitting for our school. 

AM:Y TROMPSO~. 

MR. CARR'S APPRECIATION 

I should like to add my tribute to )Ir. 
Hardy, the first Headmaster of Alderman 
Wood (now Stanley Grammar) School. He 
was essentially a modest and friendly man. 
He took great pains to leave the school so 
that it was easy for his successor to t,ake over 
and he left a school and staff which reflected 
his k indly attitude. 

His merits were not those usually associated 
with a Headmaster. He was easy of 
approach, had m arked personal affect ion for 
his colleagues and m ade you feel at ease 
immediately. 

Of course he was a great talker, but what 
Headmaster can avoid this. 

After he left the school he was persuaded 
only once to revisit it. This wa.s not due to 
any lack of affection but because he thought 
it would not help the school. Probably he 
was mistaken, for his wisdom and kindliness 
would certainly have been esteemed. 

It was, if a mistake, quite t rue to h is 
essential humility. · 

I always felt it a great pity that h~ did not 
find the rural conditions of Hexham su it able 
for his retirement. He wanted a garden
and a district where the soil was ferl,ile. 

But how many of his friends would have 
loved to have him within easy reach; 
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I did not know Mr. Hardy well, but even 
my short acquaintance with him convinced 
me of having found a new type. He gained 
his dignity by being approachable, and 
although a Headmaster he made his friends 
amongst his fellow workers. 

EXTRACT FROM MR. HARDY'S 
LETTER OF DECEMBER 27th 

I wish to thank you for sending me the 
(hamm,arian so regularly-which I as regular
ly read. I should like to congratulate those 
who get it up. I am glad to see how it has 
steadily improved in form and feature, in 
content and interest. I have seen no school 
magazine any better, and I can truthfully 
say none so good. The school takes a real 
part in it and it is interesting to both school 
and non-school readers and of unusually 
high quality. I am sure you can be proud 
of it. 

I gather from your letter that your building 
programme has been held up and you are 
wondering why. A little while ago I had a 
very courteous letter from Durham, asking 
if I would be kind enough to give my consent 
to the building on the playing field of a new 
Assembly Hall, which the county architect 
said could not be built anywhere else on the 
school site and the legal deeds required my 
consent. I replied at once stating that as far 
as I was concerned, I saw no objection at all 
seeing that the building would not interfere 
with the Sports activities of the school, and 
I should be glad to give my consent so that 
formalities could be completed. I hope the 
legal authorities will hurry up and let the 
work go on. 

BESS 

Bess, my horse, is glossy black 
And she's as good as gold. 
She is a simply marvellous ride 
But, oh she's very old. 

There's not a lane we do not know 
We've wandered there together, 
Throughout our homeland's hills and dales 
Through field and wood and heather. 

Carrots now she simply loves 
A sweet, she does adore, 
And when an apple comes her way 
She even eats the core. 

For Bess I get up very soon 
And if it is wet weather, 
I take the opporttmity 
To clean up all the leather. 
When nightfall comes she looks for me 
To take her to her stable ; 
I often wonder what she'll do 
If ever I'm not ttble. 

PETER HERDMAN, Form I. 

THE LAB-SPRITES 

At 8.45 (sometimes 8.50, sometimes not at 
all) every morning a member of our Sixth 
Form throws his schoolbag into the classroom 
and slouches upstairs in the general direction 
of the Chemistry Laboratory. He (to those 
who daily wonder at his passing) is what is 
known as a lab-boy. In all, four of these 
exist-two per laboratory. It is of course 
every Sixth-former's ambition to become one 
of these, and as the biology lab. is to be 
completed sometime, some others may enjoy 
the fruits of hard labour- by kind permission 
of the treasurer of the Durham County 
Education Committee. 

We of course work hard-and the work is 
extremely dangerous. Twice already this 
term I have been half-poisoned by some 
obnoxious gas which issued from a queer 
shaped piece of apparatus when I turned on 
the tap. Also one day I spilt some yellow 
liquid labelled Nitric Acid Cone. on my 
hand-which also began to turn yellow. 
However I was saved in time by my more 
learned colleague-who poured on some more 
liquid which to my delight dissolved the 
yellow stains, but it didn't stop there and 
I didn't stay in one place either. 

We of course think ourselves infinitely 
superior to the Physics lab.-boys who never 
dirty their hands by honest toil and who 
spend most of their time breaking apparatus, 
throwing balances at one another or playing 
with elastic bands and catapults found in the 
teacher's drawer. We did, however, con
descend to let them join our tea-drinkers 
union but as there was only enough to go 
round for the teachers we had to abandon the 
idea. 

We have the best fun when the time comes 
for us to take stock (not literally). Entries 
in the stock book run something like this : 
Benches, Laboratory Total 6. Blackboards, 
Total 1. (These are about the only static 
items). Most of the others appear thus : 
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Beakers (under 500 cc.) Total 10. Total 
broken or condemned, 010. But still the 
mortality rate in the lower school is very low, 
and Brady and Martin's can supply us with 
thousands of more beakers. 

Here my narrative must end. If I don't 
finiRh here I shall probably get the sack or 
be made to work harder. 

"Payday comes but thrice a year, 
But when it comes it brings good ch(b)eer." 

s. T. RYCHNINE. 

THE COMPASS PLAYERS' 
PRODUCTION OF 
"DR. FAUSTUS." 

Once again a party of senior pupils went 
from school to see a production of the 
Compass Players, this time Christopher 
Marlowe's " Dr. Faustus," a play, which, 
partly perhaps on account of its more inter
esting story, proved more attractive even than 
}'Iilton's "Comus," last year. 

"Dr. Faustus," in many ways resembles 
the old morality plays with its theme of a 
moral tone, the struggle between Good and 
Evil or God and Lucifer. Faustus, grown 
extremely learned, at last succeeds in raising 
up the devil, and, overcome by his lust for 
power, he sells his soul to the devil in return 
for twenty-four years of granted des ires. 

The Compass Players' production was 
greatly admired. Grampohone records of 
Strauss and vVa.gner were used suitably and 
with great effect for the background music. 
Much again was made of lighting which 
helped to hide the lack of scenery in such a 
play as this. 

As for the costumes of t he characters, 
though all were good, those of the Seven 
Deadly Sins were exceptionally good. Their 
mB-sks were very cleverly fashioned. All of 
them, Pride, Covetousness, Wrath, Envy, 
Sloth, Gluttony and Lechery were so aptly 
presented that even had they never spoken 
their appearance, expressions and gesticula
tions alone would have given their idenity 
a,vay. They could not have been better 
represented and there is really nothing to 
chose among the seven, although Envy 
wit.11 his suitable green costume, his poking 
and his cowering does seem to have been a 
fa.vomite. Helen of Troy was also suitably 
attired and the grace of her movements added 
much to the portrait. The only criticism 
I have heard against the costumes was that 

the severe black gown of Mephistopheles 
gave him somewhat the appearance of a 
monk, but otherwise there has been nothing 
but praise for t,he dress of all. 

One alteration to the original play was the 
fact that here t,he Good and Bad Angels were 
only voices off stage, whereas originally they 
actually appeared on the stage to speak to 
Faustus. Nothing was lost in this alteration, 
however, and many who did not know 
the play supposed the two opposing voices to 
be in Faustus' head, as they very well could 
have been. 

The unforeseen difficulty to be overcome 
was the fuse of the lighting about half way 
through the play. Nothing could be clone 
until this was seen to, and it was unfortunate 
that, as a result, much of the play, concerned 
as it happened, with the ways in which 
Faustus found outlets for his powers was lost 
to us, the twenty.four years appea ring a ll too 
short. 

The one memorable miracle was the 
summoning of Helen of Troy and the only 
complaint here, made by a few, was that. 
mainly on account of the reactions of the 
audience, many of the most lovely and well
known lines of the play were drowned. On 
the subject of the verse, the flashes which 
announced the appearances of Mep histo
pheles, though very effective, did obscure 
some of the speech, again partly because of 
the audience's reactions. 

As it happened, at the end of the play it 
seemed hard to believe that so long a period 
of time as twenty-four years had elapsed, 
none of the characters having altered. In 
Faustus, on consideration of his dealings with 
the devil, this could be overlooked, but the 
two scholars could perhaps have been made to 
look older, if only to bring out the contrast 
between them and Faustus himself. 

In a play of this nature, into which enters 
the supernatural or magic, difficulties must 
always arise, for miracles are naturally a 
problem in the presentation. One such here 
was the fate of the old man who endeavoured 
to save Faustus and bring him back to God. 
Devils entered, surrounded him, and held up 
his cloak and mask, limp and empty. The 
old man had vanished so effectively that it 
appeared quite natural. 

In Dr. Faustus, however, the obvious 
problems of this and various other kinds were 
skilfully overcome by the Compass Players, 
and their presentation of this play wa,; 
admirable, very enjoyable and another 
achievement for them as a team. 

J. Ross, VI. 
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

The Photogra.phic Society now has a 
membership of over seventy and is flourishing 
more than ever. Interest shown bv the 
junior school is increasing to such an extent, 
that should activity become much greater, 
it may he necessary t,o divide into two groups 
which will meet on alternate Thursdays. 
At present, our glazing and drying machine 
is being used constantly every Thursday, 
from five o'clock to eight o'clock, when over 
300 prints are turned out,. 

At the last school concert, the Photo
graphic Society gave a shadowgraph, and with 
our share of the proceeds we intend to buy 
some more equipment . 

For a long time we have been wanting an 
enlarger of onr own. This wish was realised 
last term when Mr. Simpson kindly presented 
us with his. This has been adapted for use 
in school and is now being used quite satis
factorily. 

To add a little colour this t erm, there has 
been introduced a series of lectures supplied 
by a well known photographic firm. These 
lectures entitled, " Negative Development," 
"Aids to Better P rints," and " Fine Grain" 
were each accompanied by about twenty 
enlargements which illustrated common 
faults and provided much useful information 
about the subjects concerned. It is to be 
hoped t hat members, especially the beginners, 
have gained some valuable assistance from 
these lectures and t h at their work improves 
in consequence. 

J. NICHOLSON, 
Secretary. 

GEOGRAPHY SOCIETY 

Easter TeMn. ,v e had two very interesting 
meetings this term. The first was a lecture 
given by Mr. J. Bjumo, who spoke on life in 
Nigeria. Mr. B jumo is a student from 
Nigeria whose knowledge was gained at first 
hand. He described the people, their way 
of life, the educational system and political 
ideas in his native land. 

The second lecture was given by Mr. J. J. 
Robson, the secretary of Consett Naturalists' 
Field Club. His talk on the Bird Sanctuaries 
of our coasts was very interesting. Hi.s 
photographs of sea birds were excellent, as 
was his address, and everyone in the room 
left with a greater knowledge of the islands 
off onr coasts. 

Tl1i ::; t,erm. l\liss Baraclough, of Stanley, 
c;poke on Life in Ceylon. Miss Baraclougli 
has lived fo1· Rome years in Ceylon and her 
knowledge of it.s people a.nd ,,my of li fe was 
coni:;iclerable. 

The committee are con cerned at the lack of 
support at these lectures . ,vhen a function 
is held, it is for the member's own good tht=d, 
he a.ttends, for a great deal of information 
can be gathered at these talkB which will heli,. 
him in his school-work. Therefor e we appeal 
to all members to reap the full benefits of 
the membership in what is an educational 
society . 

A. PORTER, 
Secretary. 

MUSIC SOCIETY 

This term the Music Society has had a 
varied and interesting programme. I n a.Jl 
there have been six meetings. 

vVe began the term with a first and second 
year evening when we en joyed listening to 
piano solos. vocal solos, duets and recitations . 
We were surprised at the great amount of 
talent in t he lower school. -

On Friday, Ma.rch 16th, we were very glad 
to welcome hack to the school Mr. Dobbs, 
who for several years was extremely popular 
here as mnsic master, and Mr. Firth, another 
welcome visitor. Together they gave a 
varied programme on violin and piano. 
inclnding a reel, " Mollie on the Shore," by 
Grainger, a Sonata, a, 1nodern arrangement 
of " Cherry R ipe " and three movements of a 
Bach sonata. The audience numbered over 
eighty and everyone there ha<l an enjoyable 
evening. 

The festival of the twentieth of ::vlarch 
came next. when Mr. Lawrence "\"\Tha.ley. of 
Leadgate, was adjudicator. At the beginning 
the combined choirs sang " Landate 
Dominum," Mr. Yockney's latestcomposition, 
with J·oan ·w est garth as soloist. In all wo 
heard twenty-one competitors in this half of 
the festival and Mr. Whaley gave a most, 
h elpful report on each item. We are most, 
grateful for hi.s skilful commentary. 

On the 30th April, Margaret Dobson came 
to give ns a song recital. Margaret, a Past 
Student, had :Mr. Dobbs to accompany her. 
She gaYe us a delightful programme including 
English, French and German songs. 
Margaret js at present studying at the Royal 
College of Music. London. 
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The second half of the fostivaJ ·was held on 
t,he twentiet,h of April, when Miss Dorothy 
Howard, another Past Student, ad judicated. 
W e are most grateful to her for coming and 
for her kindly and stimnbt,ing comments. 
Ther e were sixteen items in t his half and all 
were enjoyable. 

The results of t he festival a1·e as follows :

Unison Choirs. 
1st. 4th Year Girls' Choir. 
2nd. 2nd Yea1 Girls ' Choir. 

Two-Part Choirs. 
1st. Form V. Girls' Choir. 
2nd. 3a Quartet. 

Original Verse. 
1st. Margaret Fisk. 
2nd. Peter H erdman . 

R ecita,tion. J unior. 
1st. Margaret Fisk. 
2nd. Nigel Seccom be. 

R P,eitation. Senior. 
1st. Nova Williamson. 
2nd. Rosemary Coulson. 

Vocal .~olo. J unior. 
1st. Joan W estgarth. 
2nd. Nigel Seccombe & Sheila Robson . 

Vocal solo. Senior. 
1st. Doreen Ash. 

Piano solo. Junior. 
1st. Elsie Harrison. 
2nd. Sylvia Butler. 

Piano solo. Senior. 
1st. Florence Hutchinson. 
2nd. Joyce Brown. 

P1'.ano Dttet. 

1st. 

Senior. 
Florence Hutchinson & Joyce 

Brown. 

Voca.Z Duet. Senior. 
J st. Eleanor W ardle & Florence 

Hutchinson. 

The programme for the remainder of the 
t erm includes a country dancing evening 
supervised by Miss Speed, a talk on three 
composers by three fifth-formers, and a 
concert by the winners of t.he Musical 
Festival. 

Anyone wishing to join the Music Societ y 
should pay his or h er subscription to t he 
treasurer, Joan Hohbs, Form VI. 

A VISIT TO' THE N.C.B. 
LABORATORIES, OXHILL 

On F riday 20th April, most of the Science 
VIth Form paid a visit to the National Coal 
Board Laboratories at Oxhill where all of the 
analysis work on noal, witherite, mine a ir 
and mine water in this district is carried on. 

Our visit was a lengthy one but none of 
our time was wasted and our interest was held 
nearly all the while. Our two guides, Mr. 
Tweddle and Mr. Thirlaway, two of the 
chemists working at the laboratories answered 
aU our questions expertly. This was a 
change from the man at the glassworks, who, 
when asked how a certain type of glass was 
given its blue colour, replied m ysteriously, 
" Secret process." 

Starting in the recently completed section 
of t he laboratory we first saw where all the 
coal samples were brought in from different 
collieries for analysis, we then gradually 
worked through the buildings seeing amongst 
other things the muffle room where coal is 
ignited to examine its coking qualities, a 
bomb calorimeter used for finding the heating 
_qualities of different specimens of coal, and a 
special part of the laboratory used for analys
ing the purity of witherite (naturally occurr
in g barium carbonate). Perhaps the most 
interest ing piece of apparatus was Haldane's 
apparatus for analysing samples of mine air
a complicated m ass of glass into which a ir is 
passed and sparked to determine the carbon 
dioxide, oxygen, nitrogen and combust ible 
gases present. 

When we entered some of the rooms we 
could only gaze awestricken at the rows of 
beautifully clean reagent bottles, balan ces 
and other apparatus which I think put those 
in our school lftboratory to shame. 

R. RosE, VI. 

FOR SALE 

(1) Assorted bow ribbons, various colours, 
as new . Worn only t wo days at end of 
E aster Term. Apply r oom 7. 

(2) Stu dents , last t erm's stock but guaran-
teed fresh. Offers . · 

(3) Several old Valentine cards obta ined 
with great risk from Sta ff Room. Useful for 
flouTishing around to pretend you are p opular 
or for blackmailing teachers . P rices range 
from 6/4! to 19/11!- (Sweet coupons accepted) . 
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( 4) Pieces of shortbread. RemainR of 
f,;peech Day tea . \Yhen eaten m akes lovely 
,,runchy noise. Also handy for filling in 
tennis court cracks. !M. per piece , 3}d . t,he 
lot. 

(5) One maroon shirt, one white pullover, 
one trilby hat, one pair royal blue knee 
stockings, acquired after Staff v. School 
hockey match. Useful as momentoes. 
Various prices. 

(6) 1,000 genuine silver milk tops collected 
from Dining Room floor. Make good Christ
mas tree ornaments. Can also be used for 
covering milk bottles. 6d. per 100. 

(7) Old walking stick and staff. Going 
cheap. 

(8) Gramophone Record, "I Tant I Taw 
a Puddy Tat." Apply E.M.M.A. 

(9) 1950 Speech Day Tickets. Suitable 
for making playing cards. V. Cheap. 

(10) Ancient decorat ed Art, Room Window. 
Designed many years ago by old artists of the 
worthy academy. 

( 11) One Governor. Guaranteed under 
pressure to give the school an extra day's 
holiday each year. Very exclusive nnd 
expensive. 

( 12) Cracked records and musical com
positions plus one unmusical master. Bargain. 
Going cheap. 

(13) Three old prefects' badges found in 
Room 4. 

( 14) Init:ial scratching Machine. Prospec
tive buyers warned of risk involved.. Very 
Cheap. 

SIXTH-FORM GIRLS. 

WANTED 

(1) Large unbreakable mirror. Apply 
Room 4. 

(2) Two tennis conrts. Preferably port
able. 

(3) Big hair grips-Urgently needed by 
" Arts" men. 

(4) New scandal-Good price paid. For 
detail<; apply Form VI-M.F.J. 

( 5) Two new table prefects to replace the 
two who disappeared during the meat 
shortage. 

(6) Strong, saws, chisels, hammers needed. 
Apply T.P.U. (Table Prefects' Union). 

(7) Urgently needed. Automatic mud 
removers. Apply S.G.S. 

(8) Funicular railway--to convey delicate 
( ?) Sixth form pupil from school to tem1is 
courts. 

(9) Unbreakfl.ble hockey sticks and players. 

Badly needed before the Staff and Boys' 
hockey m fl.t,ches. 

( 10) T wo front teeth to rephwe those lost 
on hock ey pitch : Apply Room 7. 

(l l} Machine to decipher and record notes. 
Badly needed by Latin, Hist,ory and Geo
graphy VI Form students. 

(12) Shock absorbers-for pupils receiving 
examination papers. 

SIXTH FORM GIRLS. 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

In 1556 a glover, John Shakespeare, 
bought a house in Henley Street, Stratford-on
Avon. Previous to this he had lived in and 
part-owned a farm at Snitterfield, four miles 
from Stratford. In 1557 he ma1Tied. Mary 
Arden who, a lthough she was an heiress, was a 
simple country girl. John was interested 
in town affairs and his ambition ,vas to 
become high bailiff in Stratford. '\Vhen he 
had first taken residence in Henley Street, 
Shakespeare and two other 1nen, were 
fined 12d. each for heaping rubbish up in 
front of their houses. His ambition gradu -
ally came more and more within reach, and 
he was made, an ale taster, thenachamberla in, 
then an alderman and a creditor of the 
corporation. At the same time he continued 
with • his own business. As well as glove
making, he dealt in agricultural produce, kept 
sheep and also he was at one time, a butcher. 
John and his wife had ten children, the first 
of whom was Joan, baptized on September 
15th, 1558. 

On the 26th of April, 1564, his son William, 
was baptized at the parish church in Strat
ford.. It is not certain but \Villiam 
Shakespeare's birthday is generally thought 
to be Saturday, 23rd of April, Saint George's 
day . Five years later his father became high 
bailiff. William was educated at the Free 
Grammar School at Stratford, " King 
Edward Vlth School." Boys at that time 
could not ent.er the school until they were 
seven years of age. No English was taught 
at this school, the principal language being 
Latin, and a little Greek was also taught. 
Without completing his education William 
was taken away from school when he was 
fourteen. This was because his father's 
fortunes had declined rapidly and he was 
needed to help to support the family. 
Shakespeare's favourite pleasure was reading, 
though there were few books in Stratford 
for him to 1'ead. He also liked to spend 
much of his time in the open country. an<l 
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Shottery a small h amlet, was one of his best 
loved haunts. It was there, where he is sa.id 
to have first met Anne Hathaway, whom he 
married when he was only eighteen years old. 
Shakespeare's parents were said to have been 
opposed to the marriage as Anne was eight 
years older than her husband. 

In May, 1583, Susanna, ·W illiam's first child 
was baptised, and in February, 1585, Hamnet 
and J urlith, twins were baptized. Later that 
year Shakespeare left Stratford for London 
and there he became an actor. He took to 
making alt eration s to old plays and en
couraged by this, finally to writing his own. 
On 11th of August when he was only eleven 
years old Hamnet, Shakespeare's only son, 
was buried. Naturally this was a great 
bereavement to his parents. 

Shakespeare's plays brought him a con
siderable amolmt of money so in 1602 he was 
able to buy 107 acres of land in Stratford. 
He was a partner in Burbages' theatrical 
company which usually performed at the 
Globe Theatre. Later he became one of the 
Queen's Players. About 1611 Shakespeare 
left London to live in Stratford once more. 
He led a comparitively quiet life but in 1616 
his health began to fail. His lawyer was 
summoned and his will made. On the 23rd 
of April that year William Shakespeare, 
Britain's greatest playwright, died of an 
tmknown cause. He was laid to rest in the 
ch an cel of the Holy Trinity, Stratford-on 
Avon . 

William Shakespeare left behind him what 
many people consider to be the world's finest 
collection of plays, poems and sonnets. 
Although he had not received a very good 
education Shakespeare lmdoubtedly lmder
stood all that he quoted. Shakespeare wrote 
comedies, historical plays and tragedies, 
each one of them a masterpiece containing 
pageantry and beautiful poetry. 

Nov A WILLIAMSON, IV. 

WHAT SHAKESPEARE SAYS 
ABOUT OUR SCHOOL IN 
"ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA" 

1. "Age cannot wither her, nor custom 
stale Her infinite variety." Our school 
cook. 

2. " Stood pretty dimpled boys, like smiling 
Cupids." Sixth form boys in morn1:ng 
Assembly. 

3. " Make battery to our ears with the loud 
music." Music-master's compositions. 

4. " It is reported thou didst eat strange 

flesh: Which some did die to look on." 
School dinners. 

5. " Take to you no hard thoughts, 
The record of what injuries you did us, 
rrhough written in our flesh, we shall 

remember, 
As things but done by chance." 
Chemistry pupils on leaving school, 
talking to the Chemistry rnaster. 

6. " My salad clays, 
When I was • green in judgement, 

cold in blood, 
To say as I said then.' ' Stu.dent recalling 
schoo!. practice at S.G.8. 

7. " Can he be there in person ? 'ti.s 
impossible, 

Strange that his power should be." 
The Headmaster. 

8. "Then, world, thou hast a pair of chaps 
no more." Result of an experiment 

in the Ohe1nist1·y Laboratory. 
9. " Though he be painted one way like a 

Gorgon, 
The other way's a Mars." The hero of 
the sixth. 

10. "But when he meant to quail and shake 
the orb, 
He was as rattling thunder." One of the 
Staff. Guess who ? 

SUMMER RE-UNION OF PAST 
STUDENTS 

Friday, July 20th, 1951 
Owing to the present building activities it. 

will not be possible to have a tennis tourna
ment this year so the committee decided to 
transfer the re-union to FRIDAY, JULY 20TH, 
hoping that would be convenient for a 
larger number of Past Students. A cricket 
match, School and Staff v. Past Students, 
will commence at 5.30 p .m ., the Past Students 
team lieing captained by Peter Durno. 
At 8 p.m. there will be a GRAND RE-UNTON 
D ANCE, music being provided by a dance 
band. 

PAST STUDENTS' CHRISTMAS 
RE-UN ION 

The past Students' Reunion, held in the 
Grammar School on December 16th, was well 
attended. 

In the course of the evening Mrs. L ivesey 
wa.s called upon to cut one of the Christmas 
cakes. There were two Christmas cakes this 
year. One came as a surprise gift from .Miss 
Wilson, who was formerly Supervisor of Meals 
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in the al'ea, and is now in Nottingham. l\Iiss 
Wilson was a pupil at the Grammar SC'hool 
from 1919 to 1924. 

Music for dancing was provided by the 
Clement Millard Trio. During an interval 
in the dancing, lVIrs. Churcher, (nee B. Bott), 
presented Mrs. Norman Clouston (nfo Cairns), 
with a small gift, on behalf of the Past 
Students, as a token of their apprecia tion of 
the help given by Miss Cairns at Reunions. 

Unfortunately, Mr. and Mrs. Elliott were 
unable to attend the Reunion to receive 
officially the gift of a wireless set. Mrs. 
Churcher, speaking on behalf of the Past 
Students, regretted the absence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elliott, but hoped that the future would 
hold many years of happy reti.rement for 
them and that the wireless set, to which the 
staff and Past Students had cont1·ibuted. 
would help in no small measure, to make that 
retiremen t truly happy. 

THE MEMORIAL SERVICE 
On December 16th, 1950, in the afternoon, 

a gathering of relatives and Old Students 
met with the staff for a service in memory of 
those who fell in the recent war. Mr. 
Croudace gave a very fitting address and the 
memorial, which consists of an illuminated 
list of names, was unveiled by Mi&s F lorence 
Whitfield. The thirty-four names were 
read out by Mr. Steve Hetherington. A small 
group of junior boys, with Miss Howard at 
the piano, led the singing. 

The Headmaster concluded the service by 
directing our thoughts from the past into the 
present and future where our obligation is 
to create peace each in his own surroundings. 

The paragraphs which follow were read by 
M:rs. Barbara Green (nee Carden) and by 
John Maughan, both former pupils. 

They that love beyond the world cannot 
be separated by it. 

Death cannot kill what never dies. Nor 
can Spirits ever be d ivided that love and live 
in the same divine principle; the root and 
record of their friendship. 

Death is but crossing the world, as friends 
do the seas : they live in one another still. 
For they must needs be present, that love 
and live in that which is omnipresent. In 
this divine glass they see face to face ; ancl 
their converse is free as well as pure. 

This is the comfort of friends, that though 
t,hey may be said to die, yet their friendship 
and society are, in the best sense, ever present, 
hecause immortal. 

I with uncovered head 
Salute the sacred dead, 

Who went and who return not--say not so. 

·we rather seem the dead, that stayed behind. 
Blow, t rumpets, all your exultation blow ! 
For neYer shall their aureoled presenee lack .. 

They come transfigured back, 
Secure from change in their high-hearted ways 
Beautiful evermore, and with the rays 
Of morn on their white Shields of Expectation 

We . .. bless Thy holy name for a.U Thy 
servants departed this life in Thy Faith and 
fear ; beseeching Tl,ee to give us grace so to 
follow their good example that with them we 
may be partRkers of the heavenly Kingdom. 
Grant this. 0 Father, for Jesus Christ's sake 
our only l\Jediator and Advocate. 

It was noised abroad that Mr. Valiant
for Truth was taken with a Summons, and 
had this for a token that the Summons was 
true, that his Pitcher was broken at the 
Fountain. "When he understood it, he called 
for his friends and told them of it. Then said 
he, " I am going to my fathers ; and though 
with great difficulty I am got hither, yet now 
I do not repent me of all the trouble I have 
been at to arrive where I am. My Sword 
I give to him that shall succeed me in my 
pilgrimage ; and my scars I carry with me, 
to be a witness for me- that I have fought 
His battles who will be my Rewarder. 

vVhen the day that he must go hence was 
come, many accompanied him to the River
side, into which, as he went down deeper he 
said, " Grave, where is thy victory ? " And 
so he passed over, and the Trumpets sounded 
for him on the other side. 

Eternal God, in whom the spirits of just 
men do rest in peace from their labonrs, 
we b less and praise Thy holy name for all 
Thy servants departed this life in Thy Faith 
and fear, especially for those most dear to us: 
and we beseech Thee give us grace so to 
follow their good example that here we may 
be united to them in fellowship of spirit, and 
that hereafter we may be gathered together 
with them in the glory of Thy heavenly 
presence. 

THE SIXTH YEAR 

The males of the Sixth are mostly asleep, 
"\Vhy is it that t,hey never rnn nor leap ? 
As small as flies or as tall a-s trees, 
No wonder we cry, " What are these ? Wh at 

a.re these ? " . . . 

The girls of the Sixth are practically dead. 
(Except for the·' BEAUXS " they wear in their 

heads), 
They're langnid and lazy and limpid as long, 
Small wonder one thinks that something is 

wrong. 
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Their tennis is feeble, Thei1' hockey is too. 
Each male plays at football like a slow 

lrnngfl,rOo, 
And often I wonder how many can work 
For lessons and lectures they all seem to shirk. 
But what is annoying and trying to me 
I s that a ll Fourth year girls are reputed to be 
In love with, and longing and hoping to see 
'I'he males of our wonderful Sixth Year. 

An indignant Female Fourt,h Year. 

THE REFORMATION OF 
ENGLISH SPELLING 

The English spelling system at the present 
time is more difficult than that of any other 
country in the world. This is because 
English is not phonetic; that, is a word is not 
always spelt as it is pronounced. The 
unphonetic character of our alphabet has been 
intensified, first by contact with other 
nfttions and their languages ; secondly by the 
more or less fixed mode of spelling which was 
decided upon about ry.ve hundred years ago, 
while pronunciation has been constantly 
changing ; thirdly by attempts to reform 
our spelling. 

From these sources many difficulties have 
arisen. A series of letters may represent 
several sounds, for example, "ough" or 
" ch " The letter " a " can be pronounced 
in several ways ; cat, hate, hart, care, what 
all. Other letters are similar, in words like 
mnemonic, pneumonia, and knight letters 
are not sounded. Other words, homophones, 
which are pronounced the same yet spelt 
differently like rite, wright, write, comprise 
another difficulty. 

Despite the numerous difficulties, however, 
I believe that spelling is best in its present 
form. · If spelling were reformed it would 
present difficulties for everyone who has 
already persevered and learnt the present 
mode of spelling. Teachers who, for cotmt
less years, have been marking words like 
" wot " wrong would now find that the word 
they had been marking correct " what " 
would now be wrong. Books, such as Dickens' 
works, which have been popular for many 
years would now be found to be out of date if 
spelling were reformed and would have to be 
revised. 

Existing libraries would be useless, for all 
the books would have to be revised and 
rewritten in the reformed system of spelling. 
It would be almost impossible to distinguish 
homophones from one another. The present 
system of spelling gives you some idea of the 

derivation of ·words but, if spelling became 
J:?honetic, thifl would almost Rlll'ely be lost. 

People come out on Ktrike for , ·ery trh·ia.l 
m atters at t,he pre:;;ent d1ty <tnd if :;;pelling 
were reformed printers would be , ·e1-y 
annoyed, to say the least, that after many 
years of ha.rd work, learning the difficult 
English spelling, it was all in vain. F ixed 
spelling is efficient and if we reformed our 
spelling, it would mean that four or five 
centuries of hard work would be wasted. 
The pronunciation of words changes with 
the times. Children pronounce words differ
ently from their parents . If spelling were 
phonetic, this would mean that every time the 
pronnnciation of a word changed the spelling 
would also have to change. Therefore the 
question is how far should the spelling be 
changed and how often? It would prove 
impossible to reform English and spell it 
phonetically while the pronunciation is 
changing and as pronunciation is likely to 
continue to change for centuries yet, there is 
little likelihood of an efficient, reformed 
system of spelling being formed. 

For these reasons, I think it would be better 
to leave spelling as it is for, once begun, the 
process would never end and much fine 
literature would, very probably, be lost to the 
world. It would also pl'esent far too many 
difficulties to reform spelling. 

F. GRANT, Form IV. 

SPRING 
At last the snow has left the fields 
The trees in green are clad, 
The flowers are bursting through the earth. 
And birdies are so glad. 
The lambs are frisking to and fro 
In fields so freshly green, 
The sun is shining in the sky 
And children pick their Queen. 
For May hurray ! will soon be here, 
And children skip about, 
They seem so happy in the sun, 
It's Spring without a doubt. 

MARGARET W ATSON, Form III. 

£ s D 
In ancient times if a man wanted anything 

he had to find someone who had it and who 
would exchange it for something he was 
willing to give up. This system, known as 
barter could m ake it difficult to obtain 
whatever one needed and entailed waiting 
a long time to get it. In the Old Testament 
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a man's wealth was assessed by the size of his 
flocks and herds, and gradually cattle became 
used as money but a cow could not be cut in 
half to buy something not worth a whole cow, 
therefore corn began to be used as a common 
denominator in transactions because it could 
easily he divided. Then a little later, bars of 
metal were used as money. Later. because 
they were rare and beautiful, gold and silver 
were most commonly in use. Man put a 
higher value on these metals, therefore sma1le1· 
pieces were worth the same as a large piece 
of iron, and therefore gold and silver were 
more convenient. There are three major 
rules governing the nse of money : 

l. Everyone must recognise it as a stand
ard of value. 

2. It must be accepted with confidence as 
a medium of exchange. 

3. It must be easily divisible int.o small 
parts so that small as well as large things may 
be bought with it. 

As a consequence of this monetary system 
everything is given a value, which is the 
amount of money for which it would be 
exchanged. Therefore money is a '' common 
denominator " by which to compare different 
goods, houses, land, or livestock. 

The English standard of money is the 
pound which was originally one pound weight 
of silver and was before the first world war in 
the form of a gold coin called a sovereign. 
The others are of silver, copper or bronze, 
known as token coins because they are only 
in name worth a penny or sixpence or what
ever it is. These are used in small trans
actions and were not made of gold or silver 
because if they were they would be absurdly 
small. In theory silver, bronze or copper 
coins are only legal tender for small amounts : 
anyone can refuse to accept payment for 
more than a shilling in bronze or copper coins 
or more than two pounds in silver coinage. 
Of course in practice any coins are accepted 
for any amount. 

The first World War made many changes 
in the world's money. The expense of the 
war caused several countries to produce 
paper money in order to pay their way. 
In many countries great complications and 
mistrust of the tender was caused, but it did 
not have a detrimental effect in England. 
In theory, " The Bank of England " (in
directly the Government) promises to pay the 
bearer of the paper money on demand, the 
smn of whatever is stated on the note in gold, 
But there is a greater value of paper money in 
circulation than there is gold in England. 
At one time a bank would change a pound 

bank note for a sovereign, relying on people 
not to rush t,he bank. Though they do not 
11ow continue this practice they still word the 
notes in t,he same way. "\Vhen other coun
tries, for instance France, Ita.ly, Germany, 
China, Japan and Russia (pre-1917 Czarist) 
changed to paper money they did not make 
such a promise and the people would not 
trust the banks, so that every note printed 
reduced its value. For example the French 
exchange rate in 1914 was 25 francs to the 
pom1d, but now it is about 1000 francs to the 
pound. In the United Kingdom however 
people had confidence in the currency and 
did not question it. The currency of the 
above 1nentionecl countries is known as 
" bad money," whereas, although it bas been 
devalued, the pound is stil1 known as good 
money. 

When people have confidence in money, 
most of the business of that country can be 
carried on without the use of money. This is 
by means of cheques by which a person or 
company authorises his or its bank to transfer 
part of his or its account to that of another 
person or company. There is a much greater 
value of cheques in existence ~t one time than 
there is paper money to honour them, but 
they do not as with paper money have to rely 
on people not cashing all cheques. There are 
also three conditions governing the use of 
cheques:-
1. The cheque orders a bank to transfer 

money so that the bank must be sound 
and honest. 

2. The money must be " good " as in our 
country so that the amount on the 
cheque is a definite known value. 

:3. The firm making out the cheque must be 
honest and have the money to meet the 
promise. 

Every day thousands of cheques are made 
out. These are paid into the banks and then 
all are sent direct to the company's clearing 
house where all the cheques to and from a 
company are set off against each other. In 
most cases the gain or deficit is then added to 
or taken off the company's account, but in 
some cases money is withdrawn. Even so 
such small amounts of actual money are used 
that the possible problem in the case of paper 
money is almost non-existent. 

If the money of this country was " bad." 
cheques could not be used, banks would not be 
trusted, and people would have to keep piles 
of paper money in their homes or offices, the 
value of which would change every day and 
the consequent inflation and chaos wonld 
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reduce 
trade. 

Great Britain's prestige in world 
K . B OL AM , IV. 

THE GUINEA PIG'S TAIL 

'l'here was once a guinea pig, who wanted a 
t a il, 

And even tried sticking one on with a na il. 
He tried every method he thought would help 
Bnt he found fea thers tickled and n a ils made 

him yelp. 
So out he set for information 
But received no help from any station. 
He returned home in dire disgust, 
But set down in his diary that a tail was a 

" must." 
So he prayed to the gods, who are out of sight, 
And luckily they heard of his plight 
And promised to issue him with a tail 
,Vhich would be dispatched from heaven by 

the very next mail. 
~ Then he received it the guinea pig was in 

clover, 
But found because of its length he always fell 

over. 
After bruising his nose he became rather tired 
And back to the gods he frantically wired. 
Asking them to take back his tail 
And replace it by sending a ship that would 

sail. 
To this the gods would not agree, 
But of his tail they set him free. Va. 

THE DONKEY MAN 

Most people w ill recognise the " Donkey 
Man " as the dirty old fellow with a few 
freakish looking beasts which he passes off as 
donkeys. These odd looking " mokes " a re 
defined in the Concise Oxford Dictionary as 
being, "a quadruped of horse family with 
long ears and tuft at end of tail (used esp. as 
t,ype of ignorance, stupidity and etcetera)," 
but although we may mock and scorn the 
donkey it is a very useful animal and it is 
also very tough , which is shown by its habit 
of devoming thistles and thorns. Some very 
nice things have been said about it, for 
instance, as Chesterton said in one of his 
famous poems: 

'' For I also had my hour; 
One far, fierce hour and sweet : 
There was a shout about mv ears 
And palms before my feet.'' 

Which is of course referring to the time 
when J esus rode through the streets on a 
donkey with a large crowd cheering him. 

" A r ighteous man," Haid Solon1on, " regard
eth t,he li fe of his bea.,;;t,," :-mrl the donkey 
has ever ea,rnecl corn anrl kindness. But that 
is enough about donkeys, I will return to the 
subject of my story , the "donkeyman," once 
again. 

The man I am going to tell y on about has 
none of t,he finery and grandeur which goes 
to m ake up the typical donkey man. He is a 
" donkey man " in another sense of the word. 
The t,erm " donkey man" is really an idiomatic 
expression becanse Alf, or as his enemies call 
him, Alfred , h as nothing to do with donkeys, 
and, strange as it may seem, has never had 
any thing to do with t,h em. There is nothing 
startling ab0l1t his 1tppearance; he has two 
arms, two legs, a body and a head the same as 
most normal people . Alf, or as his friends call 
him (behind his back), ' ' Popeye," is smaU of 
stature, being about five feet nothing in 
height. One important feature of his face 
is his pipe ; it does not matter wha.t time of 
day it is you are almost certain to see his 
little clay pipe sticking out of the corner of 
h is mouth balanced between two broken and 
blackened teeth. It, is on account of t his that 
we, ignobly, refer to him as " Popeye. " 
His smallness is m ade up for, however, in no 
uncertain terms, by the length of his tongue. 
By this I don't mean that he is a great 
orator or fast speaker; on the contrary, it is 
afony to listen to him. He is, or must be, 
the world's worst speaker. Alf speaks very 
slowly and grunts after every other word, 
and when he is expounding his t,heories, for 
he is a great philosopher, he sits silent for
what-seems-like-ages-to-his-listener, sucking 
thoughtfully on his pipe, lost in meditation 
so that one has to prompt him on numerous 
occasions to continue. 

I had better tell you of his job, or what was 
his job until several years ago, wh en he was 
honourably discharged for drunkenness while 
on duty. As you will probably know, most 
ships, from tugboats to luxury liners , have 
engines, which are called " donkey " engines, 
and, as y on can guess, he is the man who looks 
after the donkey engines. He has travelled 
all over the world to each of the five contin
ents. (I will n am e them in case any un
fortunate reader is l>ackward in Geography. 
They are, in alphabetical order (this is to 
avoid any criticism which may arise ov er 
someone thinking that I am prejudiced in 
naming an y particular continent first). 
Africa, America , Asia, Australia and Europe]. 

His favourite pastime is taking y ou with 
him on an imaginative tour of the world , 
calling in at Port Said and going through the 
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Bay of Biscay. These places are two 
'' musts " in all his tours, for he has an almost 
fanatical fondness for them. If you happen 
to forget and tell Popeye that you know 
someone who is going abroad he will slowly, 
oh how slowly, describe the route for you 
with, of course, his usual infinite number of 
pauses to stop and think (or daydream). 
I warn you, my friends, anger him at your 
peril, for it does not need a tin of spinach 
to make him fighting mad, and he is a very 
formidable opponent. He often goes down 
to the beach now, when he has any spare 
t,ime, to a small deserted coastguard's cabin 
where he stays for hours and homs staring 
ont to sea with his eye glued to a large ancient 
telescope. So we leave 01rr friend in his 
cabin and his contemplation. 

(\iVith sincere apologies to all donkeys, 
whether hmnan or otherwise). 

GORDON MALLOWS, Form IV. 

MATHEMATICS 
This is a poem on a subject I hate, 
And at which I am working both early and 

late. 
Can anyone tell me why algebra's taught ? 
I sit puzzling o'er it till weary and hot. 
Geometry, too, with its circles and lines, 
Squares and rectangles, letters and signs, 
I'd like to abolish them all ifl could. 
I know many scholars would cheer if I should. 
Arithmetic makes my head reel with its sums, 
It confuses my brain and my senses benumbs. 
"What was the fruiterer's profit or loss, 
VVhen selling bananas at sixpence a gross 1 
Now don't you see why to Maths. I am driven 
\Vhy the time passes slowly when in room 

eleven? 
I suppose I must stop and not puzzle my head 
But work out an algebra problem instead. 

MoRAG S. MOFFAT, Form III. 

SCHOOL AND HOUSE 
REPORTS 

tlCHOOL FOOTBALL. 
P.14 W.4 L.9 D.7 F.35 A.44 

During the latter part of the season the 
School team had a successful run in the 
Tyneside Grammar Schools' Shield com
petition. By beating Jarrow G.S. and 
Houghton G .S. 5-3 and 4-0 respectively, 
in the preliminary rounds, we played our 
way into the sem-final tie. After a keen 
game Heaton G.S. finally came off victors and 
thus, for the second year running, we failed 
to reach the final. 

The other matches brought little success, 
only one match being won. 

The School was represented by :-Snell, 
York, Pescod, Hillcoat, Richards, Greenwell, 
Patterson, Batty, Temple, Askew, Holgate, 
Lewins, Dowson and Appleton. 

Scorers were :-Temple 7, Holgate 5, 
Patterson and Batty 3, Dowson 2, and Snell 1. 

W. PESCOD (Capt.). 

SCHOOL JUNIOR XI. 
The Junior Team has had another success

ful season and we have retained possession 
of the Schools' League Junior Cup. Results 
in the various ties were as follows :-v. 
Annfield Plain Modern 5-0 (Marshall 4, 
Atkinson 1); v. Towneley 7-0 (Marshall 3, 
Atkinson 3, Proctor 1) ; v. Catchgate 1-1 
(Atkinson); replay v. Catchgate 3-0 
(Marshall 2, Morton) ; v. Bloemfontein 7-0 
{Marshall 7). This satisfactory result has 
been achieved by teamwork. A very pleasing 
feature of the season has been the spirit of 
keen competition, and good sportsmanship 
has been evident in each game. 

HOUSE FOOTBALL. 

Shield Oompetition. 
P. w. L. D. F. A. Pts. 

Neville 12 8 2 2 26 16 18 
Watling 12 6 5 1 28 27 13 
Dun elm 12 4 7 I 14 30 9 
Tanfield 12 4 8 0 27 23 8 

Dunelm. 
Seniors. Although showing promise, 

Dunelm seniors did not meet with any 
great success in the latter half of this season. 
Of the three games played since Christmas 
we won only one and lost the other two. 
After a rather shaky start against Watling 
we improved as the game progressed but we 
had to admit defeat (1-2) Stephenson 
scored our goal. We gave a rather poor 
display against Neville losing 0-2. Although 
we managed to beat Tanfield it was only after 
a great struggle. Appleton scored the only 
goal of the match mid-way through the first 
half. 

The following players represented Dunelm : 
Irving, Thirlaway, Milbmn, Porter, Temple, 
Haytack, Stephenson, Dodds (J.), Seymour, 
Pescod, Johnson, Appleton, Coulson. 

Juniors. The Jm1ior team, captained by 
Seymour, fared no better, winning one game 
out of three. v. Neville 1-2; v. Tanfield 
3-2; v. Watling 0-5. Team: Foster, 
Kirkham, Dixon, Gillon, Westwater, Seymour, 
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Baggett, Hodgson, Chambers, Arnold, Bames, 
Kerswell. Scorers : Arnold 3 ; Dixon 1. 

Neville. 
W, PESCOD (Capt.). 

As a result of an all-out effort by both 
senior and junior football teams, Neville 
won the football shield this season. This is 
the first time since 1940 and we hope that the 
younger members of the House will be 
encouraged by their well-earned success. 

The juniors tried very hard and played 
determined, if not classic, football to win all 
three matches during the Spring term, beating 
Tanfield, Watling and Dunelm 3-2, 3-1 and 
3-2 respectively. The team was chosen from: 
Blackburn, Dewes, Wells, Dean, Talbot, 
Petre, Logan, Coulson, Carruthers, Howe, 
Parkinson, Carrol and Todd. The Senior 
team, unbeaten last term, suffered a 3-2 
defeat by our nearest rivals, Watling, but had 
two comfortable 2-0 victories against Dunelm 
and Tanfield. Team was chosen from : 
Stephens, Herdman, Gardner (1), Marshall, 
Hogg. Richards, Robinson, Smith, Askew (1), 
Chambers, Irwin (1), Dowson (3), York. 

Tanfield. 
D. YoRR (Capt.). 

During this term we have had slightly more 
success winning one match. v. Neville 0-2; 
v. Watling 2-1; v . Dunelm 0-1. In the two 
matches we lost we were well beaten by 
Neville but unfortlmate to lose to Dunelm by 
a single goal. In this match we played only 
seven men against ten. Senior team was 
from Littlefair, Campbell, Handy, Rainbow, 
Hillcoat, Graham, Roxby, Batty, Heckles, 
Bolam, Jackson, Rose. 

Juniors. v. Neville 2-3 ; v. Dunelm 2-3 ; 
v. Watling 6-2. Team included Fawcett, 
Smith, Sheavils, Gilroy, Yarrow, Eggleton, 
P eel, White, Evans and Harrison. 

Watling. 
L. CAMPBELL (Capt.). 

After an interesting season's football, 
Watling has finally finished second to Neville 
in the Shield Competition. 

Seniors. The senior team won four out 
of their six matches this season, losing once 
to Tanfield and drawing once with Neville. 
In the second series we defeated Dunelm 
2-1 and Neville 3-2 and were defeated 2-1 
by Tanfield. Team : Snell, Lewins, Price, 
J. Smith, Greenwell, Charlton ( 4), Cuthbert
son, J. Wilson, Holgate (1), Patterson (1), 
Bailes, Strong, Cummins. . 

Juniors. The junior XI obviously met 
with some strong opposition as they only 
managed to win two of their six matches. 
In the second series we lost to Neville 3-2 

and to Tanfield 6-2 but defeated Dunelm 5-0. 
Team: Ridley, Hope, Cloe, Statt, Gatiss, 
Morton (Capt.) (5), Chapman (V. Capt.), 
Cross, Swaby, Robinson (2) , Spears, Rogers 
(2), Shield. 

R. PATTERSON {Capt.). 

SCHOOL HOCKEY. 
The team did not play many matches in the 

Raster Term owing to bad weather and the 
shortness of the term. Our Matches against 
Hookergate, Houghton, Washington and 
Neville's Cross were unfortunately cancelled. 
We were also sorry not to be able to arrange 
a fixture with the Old Students before the 
end of the season. 
January 20th. Stanley v. Consett. 

This was our first game for over two 
months but we had not forgotten how to 
play and won 4-0. Scorers : M. Pattison 
and S. Lyons. 
January 27th. Stanley v. Bede. 

This was a good fast game and the standard 
of play was high. The team played together 
very well against a much superior side. 
We lost 3-1 which was a great improvement 
on the defeat we suffered the previous term. 
Scorer : M. Pattison. 
February 10th. Consett v. Stanley. 

This was a rather dangerous game as the 
grom1d was very hard and the ball kept 
rising. Very few members of the team 
escaped without some slight injury although 
luckily there was no serious accident. We 
again managed to win 4-0. S. Fullerton (2), 
S. Lyons (2). 
March 3rd. Stanley v . Chester-le-Street. 

We did not play very well in the first half 
and at half-time we were losing 4-1. In the 
second half we played better and were attack
ing most of the time but no more goals were 
scored. Scorer : M. Pattison. 

On February 14th we played our annual 
match against the Staff. We had intended 
to play the match a fortnight before but on 
that day the Staff did not consider the field 
fit to play on. Consequently the Staff were 
fully prepared and to the amusement of the 
school various members practised in the dinner 
hours with the school team. After these 
practices we thought we would be lucky if we 
were in a fit state to walk off the field after 
the match. This year the Staff managed to 
provide the whole XI, forming a strong team. 
They were represented by Messrs. Livesey, 
Chapman, Wood, Gee, Miller, Morris, Robin
son and Stokoe, Miss Speed, Mrs. Donnison 
and Mrs. Pearson, with Mr. Seed umpiring 
as usual. We lost the match 1-0, Mr. Morris 
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scoring the only goal that was allowed, from 
a corner. We are glad to report that the 
game was much gentler than we anticipated 
and no one, or rather none of the pupils, 
suffered any injuries. 

The team thanks all those who helped in 
the making of an enjoyable season, including 
Miss Speed for help in arranging meals, the 
groundsman for putting up the nets and the 
caretaker, Mr. Jeff-rey. Our thanks also go to 
Mrs. Pearson for a ll the hard work she has 
done and time she has spent training the 
teams and to the rest of the ladies who have 
devoted Saturday mornings to supervising 
the hockey team. Although we did not have 
an outstanding season we did quite well and 
I am sure everyone enjoyed it, which is 
perhaps the most important factor. School 
first XI : C. Todd, J. Ross, K. Lowson, A. 
Sands, J. Hetherington, C. Bell, P. Mitcheson, 
S. Fullerton, lVI. Pattison, C. Pringle, S. 
Lyons. R eserves : J. Thompson, M. 
Coulson, F. Hutchinson. 

SHEILA LYONS (Capt.). 

HOUSE REPORTS 

Dunel1-n. 
Although we tried hard we were unable t o 

repeat last year's victory and have had to be 
content as runners-up for the Hockey Shield, 
winning two matches and losing one. v. 
Neville. The game was rather scrappy, 
both teams muddling a lot. We were attack
ing nearly all t he time but only managed to 
score twice. Scorers : S. Fullerton, S. 

- L yons. 
v . -·Watling. I think, perh aps, this was the 

best game we p layed. At half-time we were 
losing 1-0 and had been attacking very little. 
However , in the second half we played much 
better and soon m anaged to score, our left 
wing, Margot Price, scor_ing from a seemingly 
impossible angle. Three minutes before time 
D unelm scored t,he winning goal. It was an 
exciting game. Scorers were M. Price and 
S. Lyons. 

v . Tanfi.eld. This was the deciding match. 
We knew that Tanfield's team was composed 
of older and more experienced players but 
we were determined to put up a good fight . 
The game was very tense and tended to 
become rough and dangerous. Tanfield was 
a ttacking most of t he time and eventually 
won the match 2-0. The team was chosen 
from N . Williamson, D. Ellwood, J. Mason, 
F. Grant, S. Lyons, M. Netherton, P. Mitche
s on, M. Parker, S. Fullerton, R. Hutchinson, 
B. Dearden, M. Price, J. Maudlin. 

Netball. The juniors also achieved second 
place for the Netball Shield. In their first 
m at ch against Neville they played a draw 
2-2. They beat Watling 5-3 and lost to 
Tanfield. The team practised very hard 
lmder their captain, Rhona Donaldson, and 
reallv deserved to do better. The team was 
M. Woodcock, N. Redfern , E. Graven, J. 
Martin, J. Medland, M. Churchill, R. 
Dona.ldson. 

We are looking forward t o Sports' Day and 
intend to try to repeat last year's success. 
If the m embers maintain the enthusiasm and 
loyalty they have shown so far this year we 
should do well. Here's hoping. 

SHEILA LYONS {Capt.). 
Neville. 

Hockey. Neville has had a very poor 
hockey season this year, having been beaten 
in all their m atches. v . Tanfi.eld 7-0, v. 
Watling 2-0, and v. D1melrn 2-0. The 
following people represented the House : 
M. Howie, I. Robinson, K. Hope, J. Riddell, 
M. Foggon, A. Livesey, J . H obbs, F. Hutchin
son, M. Armstrong, R. Ross, J. Hutchinson, 
D. Ash, S. Peart, V. Forster. 

Netball. In the netball matches the 
jm1iors were not much more successful but 
there was great enthusiasm in the team. 
They drew one match and lost the other 
two, the results being v. Dunelm 2-2, v. 
Tan:field 2-1 8, and v . Watling 2-0. The 
following took part in the matches : J. 
Harrison (Capt.), E . Bowes, C. Blair, M. 
Johnson, J. R amsay, M. Trueman, A. Kelly, 
S. Ellis, E . Dodd . 

J"oAN HOBBS (Capt.) . 
Tanjield. 

Tanfield did very well t,his season. the 
seniors winning t,he Hockey Shield and the 
juniors t he Netba.U Shield. 

Hockey. Our first hockey 111.a tch was 
against "\Vatling, the score being 2-0 in our 
favour. Scorers : A. Sands and R. Scott. 

The next match was against Neville, and 
again Tanfield was victorious, the score this 
time being 7-0, Mavis Pattison scoring 6 and 
J. Hetherington 1. The Dmielm v . Tanfield 
m atch was the most exciting because it 
decided who got the Hockey Shield, both 
teams having won their two previous games. 
The result was again in our favour, the score 
being 2-0. Scorers: l\tl. Patt ison and J. 
Edd on. We are very proud of the fact that 
no goal was scored against us in any m atch. 
Tanfield was represented by I. "\Vilson, J. Ross, 
J. Thompson, D. Hardy, J. Hetherington, 
B. Shield, A. Sands, E. Atkinson , D . Harrison . 
M. Pattison, J. Eddon and R. Scott. 
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Netball. Tanfield was very successful in 
winning all three matches and gaining the 
Shield. They beat Watling 7-2, Neville 18-2, 
and Dunelm 11-2. The House was repre
sented by E. Chambers, M. Fisk, B. Hall, M. 
Henderson (Capt.), H. Pringle, M. Richards 
and H. Tilly. 

RITA ScoTT (Capt.). 
Watling. 

The hockey team this season did not do so 
well as last year when they lost the Shield by 
only one point. This season we have won 
one game, losing the other two. Our first 
match was against Tanfield and although 
we put up a stiff fight we lost 2-0. In the 
match against Neville we won 2-0 and were 
unlucky not to score more. The scorers were 
Joan Simpson and Marjorie Coulson. The 
last match against Dunelm was extremely 
hard fought and we were unlucky not to 
draw. We were winning 1-0 at the end of the 
fu·st half but Dunelm scored soon after the 
resumption and our hopes of a draw were 
crushed by Dunelm scoring in the last 
minute. Scorer : M. Coulson. We had a 
strong defence, three of the backs being on 
the School Team, and a forward line that did 
its utmost to score. I hope that next year 
the senior W atlingites will rally round their 
house and try to obtain a better result than 
this year's team did. The team consisted of : 
G. Robson, C. Todd, H. Harris, S. Young, 
K. Lowson, C. Bell, W. Herdman, M. Little, 
J. Simpson, E. Scott, J. Parnaby, and N. 
Coulson. The two third year pupils S. Young 
and E. Scott, played exceptionally well con
sidering this is their first hockey season. I 
hope they will keep up this good standard. 

The netball team did not enjoy the success 
they had last season when they won the 
netball shield. The juniors have the same 
result as the seniors, winning one game and 
losing two. In the match against Tanfield we 
lost 2-7. We also lost, after a hard struggle, 
to Dm1elm 3-5. However, the juniors had 
the consolation of beating Neville 4-2. The 
shooters were Olive Jenkins and Astrid 
Ashburn. The Team was 0. Jenkins, A. 
Wilson (Capt.), J. Finlay, B. Liddell, P. 
Howard, A. Ashburn, and M. Shield. Owing 
to the bad weather we were unable to have as 
many practices as we would have wished. 
There are several keen first year players who, 
I am sure, will help to make a strong netball 
team next yea.r. We shall be starting net
ball shooting practices soon and I hope there 
will be as great an interest in this as there was 
in the netball matches. 

KATHLEEN LowsoN (Capt.). 

"OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS" 

There are many things that I dislike in this 
world, such as people smoking in buses and 
cinemas, and cruelty to animals. It is this 
last dislike about which I am going to write, 
especially about that abominable spring 
pastime, bird-nesting. I am sure that most 
sensible people will agree with me in this 
respect. 

In the spring, when all the birds are busy 
with the all-important job of nest building, 
egg laying and rearing young, the countryside 
is swarming with ignorant, cruel boys ; boys 
who have no sense and know nothing about 
birds or their habits. These ruffians delight 
in slowly killing or torturing defenceless 
animals, smashing nests and eggs and killing 
or maiming the brave parent birds if they 
try to protect their precious eggs. 

Here are a few of the atrocities I have 
actually witnessed or heard of. The most 
common of these is just to slit the young 
birds' throats with a razor blade, putting 
them and the unhatched eggs, if any, into the 
nest and setting fire to it. Throwing the 
young into the air and letting them 
crash to the ground is common. This, by the 
way, rarely kills the birds outright. One 
boy, seeing the young blindly opening their 
mouths for the expected food, pushed.itusty 
iron nails down their throats and set fire to 
the nest ; while another used to catch birds, 
put out their eyes, and, throwing them into 
the air, laughed at their feeble efforts at 
flying. Young birds are often stuck on 
hawthorn bushes with a thorn through their 
throats. 

I fail to see what pleasure any human can 
possibly derive from such barbarous and 
bloodthirsty behaviour, or " sport" as it is 
commonly called. Surely these boys, and 
often girls and grown men, can find more 
pleasure in watching and photographing the 
birds, their nests and contents instead of 
wantonly destroying them or using them as 
a target for a catapult. 

Birds are v ery great friends of man. With
out them the insect population would increase 
to such large proportions that it would be 
impossible to live. Any country walk would 
be v ery dull without the beautiful songs of 
the birds and their exquisite colours. vVe 
should, indeed, be very badly off without our 
very great friends, the birds. 

D."\V.C. Form IV. 






