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Editorial

Editorial

It has been so long since I had to put my thoughts together, and with
another year to add to my CV, that I find it difficult to settle down to
‘composition’. However, needs must, so here we go.

Business

The pandemic has reduced the Association to a slumbering, -well not a
giant, but slumbering nonetheless. Every now and then, like in a dream
something emerges, and then it’s back to napping while the world outside
struggles to get along. So, it is in such an interlude that I have put together
what I have, to let you know that we are sleeping, rather than down and
out! Who knows, - when restrictions are lifted in June (hopefully) we’ll be
able to have our pub-lunches once again.
Not everyone has been slumbering. During the time when the school has
been relatively quiet, it has been undergoing quite major changes. I am
really looking forward to the time when we can freely visit for a tour. Of
the changes that I have witnessed over the years since 1944 when I first
set foot there as a pupil, I think that this one will be the most dramatic. I
see it as a metamorphosis into a twenty-first century beauty! It is not just
‘repair jobs’ and tinkering around, this has been a complete rethink of
what the place is for, and how to make it work best. I just hope that when I
get there, I can recognise the old place!
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If you thought about it at all, we had to forgo our ‘social AGM’ this year. So, there are no changes in
management to report. Elizabeth has compiled a ‘Report’ of events that have happened, on your behalf,
since we last met. You will read it inside. Fingers crossed that the next report will be somehow back to
normal.
Enjoy your read, and look forward to normality.
Ted Brabban
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BUSINESS MAY 2019 – APRIL 2020
and
BUSINESS MAY 2020 – APRIL 2021
● May 18th 2019 AGM at Pazzo Restaurant, Stanley, attended by 24 members. The Tanfield Glass was
presented to Amy Bilton for her sterling work in support of the association. Bob Harrison stepped
down as president. Ted Brabban elected President with Bob as Vice President.
● May 21st Four members of the Exec had lunch with members of the School Council to discuss
spending priorities for the money raised from the sale of the calendar.
● June 12th Lunch at Pazzo Restaurant, Stanley, attended by 11 members.
● July 16th Members attended a Celebration Evening at school, to see students given awards for hard
work and achievement.
● July 18th Death of Exec member Marjorie Whalley.
● October 2nd TA Exec meeting in school.
● October 15th a group of members of the Exec were taken on a tour of the 1912 Block by Jonathan
Coates and Head Teacher Stephen Clough, to see the improvements being made.
● October 16th School’s 107th birthday lunch at the Shepherd and Shepherdess, Beamish, attended by
13 members.
● November 7th. Members were given a second tour of the building works and shown the
improvements to the school.
● November 11th The Remembrance Day service at school was attended by members of the Exec.
● November 13th Lunch at The Three Horseshoes, Maiden Law, attended by 13 members.
● November Tanfield Through Time due to take place but was postponed until the new year because
of various difficulties experienced by the school.
● December 2nd Tanfield to Tokyo initiative started by Mr Rourke, PE, to raise funds for converting
the school yard from a staff car park back to a recreational area for students. The association and
individual members invited to sponsor the students who, together, aim to run/walk a distance of 9300
kilometres. Invitations to become a sponsor sent to members.
● December Winter issue of the association newsletter, which included the announcement that the
£1500 raised by the calendar would go towards the Tanfield to Tokyo school yard fund.
● December 11th Christmas lunch at The Pavilion Chinese Restaurant attended by 13 members.
● February 12th 2020 Lunch at the Shepherd and Shepherdess, Beamish, attended by 12 members.
● February 26th TA Exec meeting.
● February Students completed the 9300 km Tanfield to Tokyo challenge. Members had contributed
£421 to the fund, which means a total of £1921 has been given by the association to support the
initiative.
● March 10th Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, Maiden Law, attended by 12 members.
● March 23rd President Ted Brabban informed members that the TA will be effectively ‘shutting
down’ until the coronavirus pandemic is at an end. Online activities only will continue.
● April 1st Tanfield joined the Eden Multi Academy Trust group of schools.
● April TA donated £200 towards the production of PPE by school staff and Head Girl.
● June 12th Death of Exec member June Todd.
● October 16th Tanfield’s 108th birthday. Jonathan Coates was presented with the Tanfield Glass by
Amy Bilton, in recognition of all the work he has done for the school.
● October 16th In recognition of the school’s birthday, the TA topped up their contribution to the
school yard fund to £2500.
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Changes to the School Buildings
Jonathon Coates keeps Elizabeth informed of the work that is being done to update the school. This is his
latest communication.
During Lockdown 3.0 we’ve made some big changes around the North Block (what we know as the 1912
building!) in school.
The main changes are as follows:
All classrooms now have new windows that are double glazed.
The Hall and Dining Room windows are replaced.
Solid Ash Fire Doors are installed across the building.
All corridor windows can now be opened.
All lighting in classrooms and communal areas is upgraded to LED.
There is new safety flooring throughout the building from the dining hall steps to the technology area, with
the added introduction of fixed barrier matting at every entry/exit point.
Ceiling and handrail replacement in the corridor from student entrance to dining hall.
Science classrooms and prep room replacement safety flooring.
Food Technology classroom refurbished. New kitchen units/worktops and electrics with cookers on the way.
Technology floor repainted.
New fibre-glass roof above main entrance.
Projector installation in dining hall.
It is anticipated that fully glazed external doors will be installed during the Easter holiday, in addition to new
automatic doors leading out to the quadrant.
That leaves replacement of heating pipes as a possibility this summer, with new classroom tables where
needed. We are investigating options for the South Block (the New Block in my day!) but this is much more
difficult due to the building being a CLASP construction, and therefore riddled with asbestos.
We’ve appointed a new catering provider from 1st April and will have an Executive Chef on site with High
Street style offering for students and staff. New service area works planned for the summer. More
information later.
Jonathan.
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Poem

Many years ago, when I was a young woodwork teacher, I had the poem above displayed in my workshop.
I had a grin as I read about the new fire-doors at school, remembering the last two lines! However, I am
assured by an experienced fire executive that ‘solid ash’ would take a long time for fire to penetrate, so my
grins were mis-placed!!
I would be interested to know if any dinosaur out there has a memory of seeing the poem.
Ted Brabban

French Trips from School
Shortly after Mr Jolly retired I was contacted by Tony Sutcliffe, Head of International Exchange at Durham,
with a view to starting a French exchange with the college Louise Michel in Roye on the Somme. As this
school was quite large we joined with Stanley Comprehensive where Ian Soulsby was Head of Foreign
Languages, and we took a combined group from Stanley and Tanfield Schools. It was a real success.
I also agreed to begin taking groups of pupils on French study trips to the SNCF centre at Montdidier, 24
miles from Amiens. This centre was used as a holiday resort for the employees of the French Railways and
their families during the summer season, but off-peak, the centre was hired out to schools in Durham
County. The trips were booked and organised by the International Exchange Department. The centre was set
in beautiful grounds with a boating lake, a gymnasium, and recreation areas for table tennis and billiards.
There were also dormitories, classrooms and a large dining hall. Sometime a group of pupils from our
exchange school would join us for an afternoon, which proved to be an enjoyable occasion.
Our very first group comprised 16 second year pupils. Tony Sutcliffe came along to ‘show me the ropes’.
We travelled by coach and ferry with another school from the County. The pupils enjoyed the trip but it was
low-key and the activities were mostly centred around the Montdidier area with worksheets provided by the
international exchange. Mr Wainwright and Mrs Flint took the next group, and again they travelled with
pupils from another school.
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Brain Stobie, Tony Sutcliffe’s young assistant accompanied us on one of our tips, and I remember well one
of the pupils commenting that “Mrs Bilton has brought one of her sons with her”!
Over a short time, the trips became a resounding success and we regularly took 45 pupils from Tanfield
school and four teachers. There was no longer the need to join another school. I ‘cherry-picked’ activities
used by other schools until we had a really interesting itinerary. This included a trip to Amiens, a day trip to
Paris, a Euro Disney day, visits to 2 war cemeteries -at Beaumont Hamel and Thiepval, as well as market
day and a picnic in Montdidier. Pupils had worksheets to complete every day, and we always worked in the
classrooms after our evening meal. They learned a great deal and after they submitted their folders of work
to me, I arranged a celebration evening for parents where pupils received a smart certificate in French
proving that they had participated. There were prizes for the best work and refreshments for everyone. I
always made a display of all the photos taken during the trip so that parents could see where we had been. It
was always a lovely occasion.
Towards the end of their first year of studying French, all pupils were offered the opportunity of joining the
second year trip. They paid a deposit at the end of their first year, then during the course of their second year
they could pay small amounts weekly with the balance to be paid a month before we travelled. Sometimes
Grandparents paid this. Only twice did we have a problem getting the final payment.
As these trips became more popular, in 1992 we took two trips to Montdidier, one in February and one in
October. The photograph reminds me of the October trip, - because of the curious incident in the night time!
On arrival at the Centre we always had a meal first and
then took the pupils to their dormitories, boys
downstairs supervised by Mr Fisk and Mr Wainwright,
girls on the first floor supervised by Mrs Craddock and
myself.
During the second night, at around 2.30am, I was
wakened by loud knocking on my door and Mr Fiske
asking for my help as there had been an accident. One
of the boys had fallen from a top bunk while
sleepwalking.
A week before every trip we held a meeting for parents
and pupils at which we requested information about
any problems, medical or otherwise that we might
encounter. Nothing had been said about this boy, and
he had chosen to sleep on a top bunk. Naturally he was
quite shaken and had hurt his head on a radiator when
falling. I phoned the local hospital and explained what
had happened, and they sent an ambulance to collect him. Mr Wainwright went along with him. The
following day he was taken to Amiens for a brain scan. Cruelly some of the boys were asking if they found
one! Sadly, because he spent three days in hospital both the boy and Mr Wainwright missed the trip to Parisalways a highlight of the trip! The main thing was that he wasn’t seriously hurt.
I remember one of my male colleagues at Tanfield telling me that I was worse than mad for taking large
groups of children abroad. However, it was a risk I was prepared to take, the benefits were enormous and we
rarely had any accidents.
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I have seen our sleepwalker in recent times. He was at the Beamish Park Hotel, working there as a souschef.
Amy Bilton.

Do you know these people?
These photographs came my way recently, and I am sad to say that I know no-one apart from Dr Sharp.
They are the ‘prize-winners’ of 1959 I am told. That was the year that I began teaching at Tanfield, so sadly
the faces are not familiar. Perhaps they mean something to some of our older readers. Please let us know
who they are and if possible, what they did.

I tell a lie! I can see Claire Flowers (who is now Humpherson and designed the Tanfield Glass) front row
second from right.

Now it is your turn.
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Ted

Isobel Jenkins (Harrison)
It is a sad duty to announce the death of an Association member, Isobel Jenkins (nee Harrison) earlier this
month (Feb). She had been ill for some time. She is seen on the photo with her brother, Professor Bob
Harrison, our former President and current Vice President. The following short tribute was written by her
friend Audrey Sharp, also a former pupil at Tanfield.
Isobel must have been born in 1940 because she left school in 1958, the same year that we started. She
studied history at Leeds University and taught in secondary schools there. She married Edgar Jenkins and
had two daughters, Rhiannon and Caitlin. Later she studied for an MA in Education and went on to teach in
the Education Department at Leeds University.
She was a gentle, calm person, always interested in others. She loved music and local history.

Japanese Pupils
Some TA members might remember that we
had two Japanese pupils at Tanfield School
between 1990 and 1996. Miho Kaneko was in
my tutor group from 92-96 and Yukiawas two
years older. Their younger sister attended
Tanfield Lea Junior School.
I remember that the girls had hardly any
English when they arrived, and worked extra
hard at their studies. They also had to attend
Saturday school in the Sunderland area where
they were given work to complete from schools
in Japan. Yukia did brilliantly in her GCSE’s.
Mr Kaneko had been working at the Komatsu
factory in Birtley.
I gave Miho a ‘Leaving Party’ in July 1996 and Lilian Flint wrote ‘Sayonara’ in Japanese, on Miho’s
leaving cake. I took Miho home and gave her parents a photo album of her teachers and the party photo’s;
they were delighted.
Diane Bennett and I waved off the family at Newcastle Airport, and I remember how sad they were to be
leaving. We too were sorry that they were going.
I have since kept in touch with Miho, and met up with her in 2004 for lunch in Newcastle when she was
visiting her school friends, and staying with them in Burnopfield.
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She married, and we always wrote around Xmas time. To my surprise my card was returned Xmas gone. I
hunted high and low and eventually found an old email address for Miho, and gave it a try. It was worth it she replied within hours. She apologised that she had forgotten to let me know that she had moved to
another apartment. The good news was that she was expecting her first baby in May. She enclosed a photo
of her at a shrine to pray for a safe and straightforward delivery.
(This is an old custom - a visit to the
shrine at 5 months.)
Amy Bilton

Vignettes
With health issues in our minds at the moment we have every reason to feel proud of a Stanley resident in
1961. He attended Armstrong College in Newcastle. Dr Hewan Dewar was the son of our local GP. He
revolutionised the treatment of heart disease worldwide by administering clot busting drugs into blocked
arteries. He had two brothers and all of them lived into their nineties. Hewan served in Palestine and
Dunkirk. His mother was the daughter of Canon Archdale of Tanfield. About this time TB and polio too
were dreaded. One girl, in a fifth-year class, full of fun, hid behind the blackout curtain during the whole of
Mr Elliot’s lesson. How’s that for courage and stamina! Most of us did a minimalised shrink in Maths which
curiously seemed to attract more attention. She received good school certificate results. However, TB struck
and she died. Her best friend was in constant tears and pupils and teachers attended the funeral. Later
another pupil in the same class contracted TB probably from a fellow lodger who had been in Belsen. A new
American drug saved his life and he pursued a glittering academic career.
It was certainly a tribute to our largely mining community that so many pupils have succeeded in all walks
of life. This was largely due to an unselfish, perhaps forgotten generation that gave up common social
practices for the common good. Surely, they deserve a big clap - in the case of miners they were doing work
which one social historian described as “the worst work under heaven”. All unwittingly cured with the help
of a Thatcher.
In the case of another form, Mr Elliot did not turn up on time and the boys started singing – definitely not
opera, maybe “We’ll Meet Again”. Division’s gone, subtractions end? The lovely Miss Mortimer appeared
at the door followed later by Mr Elliot, even more furious. All the class was kept in, perhaps reflecting that
music in the school was not a good idea anyway, and school buses on a winter’s day absolutely brilliant for
even the best hop, step and jumper or just plain walkers.
Best of luck in W W Weird.
Jean Simpson

Mighty Magpies
Our school has had a connection with Newcastle United football team over many years. The first ex-pupil to
play for them was Ronnie Batty, who moved from Stanley United to Newcastle United during the Second
World War. He was a
regular member of the team, playing 161
games. He was a member of the Newcastle
team who won the FA Cup in 1955, playing
at
left-back. The school’s Past Students
Association sent him a ‘good luck’
telegram before the game.
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In more recent years two more ex-pupils have played for the Magpies – Brian Tinnion and Barry Venison,
who also went on to represent England.
The latest of Tanfield’s talented footballers to join ‘the Toon’ is Nathan Carlyon, who was scouted at the age
of 6, playing in his very first match for Beamish. Newcastle and Sunderland both expressed their interest in
him. He accepted a place with Newcastle and has been in their academy since then. This meant leaving
school early on some days to go to St James’ Park to learn football-related skills there. At the end of Year 11
at Tanfield, in 2019, Newcastle offered him a scholarship. Now that the scholarship has come to an end,
Nathan has been offered a contract by the club. We wish him all the very best in his new career.

Brian Tinnion

Nathan Carlyon

Barry Venison

Last Issue’s Quiz
Local place names
I enjoyed doing this – I hope you did! No. 7 was a real challenge – just as I was dropping off to sleep on
Saturday night, my husband suddenly said ‘Shiremoor!” Brilliant!
Elizabeth.
1. Cyclist -Byker
2. Multi-coloured clothing – Cullercoats
3. Oliver’s partner – Stanley
4. Musical show – Consett
5. Cut finely – Chopwell
6. Not an old fortress - Newcastle
7. Horse on open land - Shiremoor
8. What the dentist says - Wideopen
9. Work of lumberjack - Felling
10. Heavy metal opening to field - Leadgate
11. Not an old small one - Newbiggin
12. Heavy laundry - Washington
13. Polished and in line – Shiney Row
14. Person on foot - Walker
15. How Americans like eggs - Sunniside
16. Stroll along - Amble
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17. A thief - Crook
18. Stop and blow a tune - Haltwhistle
19. Coloured form of transport - Redcar
20. To view properties – Seahouses

Euan Ross
Congratulations on producing an attractive Newsletter in the midst of a pandemic lockdown. The tastefully
designed Christmas card provided an excellent start, and the you-tube link tantalisingly terse- inspired the
hope that Association members might be offered a post-pandemic guided tour of the refurbished secondary
school that gave so many such a good start in life.
I was particularly interested in the reference to John Boden Hardy, the school’s first Headmaster, and the
photograph of ‘Tanfield’ the house at Evesham to which JBH and his wife retired.
When looking to break a holiday journey by car from Newcastle to Padstow in 1964 with another former
SGS pupil, I spotted that one of the Evesham B and B offers came from a subsequent owner of the house. I
promptly booked for a one-night stay.
To our pleasure, the hosts shared knowledge of the house’s first owner, and the origin of its name. It’s a
small world!
Season’s greetings and a heartfelt thanks to the Association’s committee for sterling work in a challenging
year.
Euan Ross.

Elaine Bowles
Thank you so much for sending me a copy of the Newsletter. I did smile that it was ‘Number 47
Coronavirus Xmas Edition’.
It was a very interesting read and I’m hopeful of your plea for others who remember John Hardy.
I was absolutely terrible in my attempts at the quiz however. I am not at all familiar with the area and would
need to get out my map to find any of the answers.
My kind regards and a very Happy Xmas.
Elaine

Editor: You can put away your map Elaine, we have supplied all the answers for you and others.
Ted

Lenore Ewart
Thank you for your latest Newsletter.
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I was particularly interested in the information about Mr Hardy because while my Headmaster was Mr Carr,
two of my older sisters were pupils when Mr Hardy was headmaster and both of them used to sing his praise
- he certainly made an impression on them.
Sincerely,
Lenore.
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