Newsletter No. 44
Editorial

Summer 2019

It is almost the end of another school year, and possibly the end
of an era. Tanfield has been told by the Department for Education
and Science that it must become an Academy. The Department is
currently investigating possible sponsors. Watch this space!

Officers’ Reports 2019

We had our AGM, now called our Annual Reunion a short while
ago. There I was pleasantly ambushed! Before we began Bob
said that he was having voice problems and asked would I take
the meeting. I agreed. When we came to the election of Officers
for the year, it was suggested that Bob and I exchange
responsibilities. I would become President and he would become
Vice President. The meeting agreed, so here I sit, President of the
Association, and Editor of its Newsletter! Other positions remain
as they were. The Officers’ Reports are part of this Newsletter.

Kevan Jones’ Letter

A feature of the Annual Reunion is the presentation of the
Tanfield Glass. This is given to someone who has worked with
endeavour on behalf of the Association during the past year. The
clear winner this year was Amy Bilton. Amy is Minuting
Secretary, but she works tirelessly on our behalf in all kinds of
ways. It was a pleasure to see that dedication honoured.

The Actual Presentation

It has just come to my notice that Dick Chambers (Prof. Richard
Chambers) has died. Many of our older members will remember
Dick who was a science Prof. at Durham University, and came to
some of our Annual Reunions.

Treasurer’s Report

The Annual Reunion
Vera
Students give us ideas
School Council Lunch

Some Answers
There are some clever folks
around
Brain Exercise
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This has been a busy year for the association as we have continued to support the school’s
activities and organise social events for our members.




The association has donated £500 to the purchase of the Lexia computer programme
designed to encourage and improve reading.
Annual awards have been made to a number of students.
Members have participated in a number of school events, The Tanfield Through
Time roadshow presented to Year 7 pupils and the very moving Remembrance Day
assembly are examples.

The monthly lunches continue to be a great success, we met on five occasions this year since
October, visited a wide range of eateries, and have had some vigorous conversations as well
some nice meals. We round the year off with a reunion lunch at the Pazzo restaurant when the
Tanfield Glass will be presented to someone who has made a significant contribution to the
work of the association.
The newsletter continues to be a great success with two new issues going out.
Finally, we are all excited about the success of the 2018/19 school dinners calendar. 250 were
sold before Christmas.
Kind regards and best wishes to you all,
Bob Harrison
President
May 2019

Newsletter Report
To the best of my knowledge the Newsletter continues to be well received.
My thanks go to Joy and the staff in the school office who do the production for us, and to the
Headmaster for making the facility available.
Content continues to be a worry! For the Easter edition I had an abundance and contemplated
holding some over. For the next edition, in a few weeks, I have very little. Such are the
vagaries of relying on a fickle public!
I hope that our magazine continues. I feel that it is a conduit between the past and the present
which would be a shame to lose. We need enthusiasm and willingness to do the work. Aged
editors won’t be around forever!
Ted Brabban

TANFIELD ASSOCIATION SECRETARY’S REPORT
MAY 18TH 2019
The three months from October to December were a particularly busy time, given that we had
launched the ‘A Taste of Tanfield’ calendar at the AGM. We ordered 100 calendars to start
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with, but had to gradually increase that to 250 as orders came in from all over the country and
various parts of the world. The staff of my local Post Office wilted visibly whenever they saw
me staggering through the door with another armful for processing! Tanfield calendars are
now hanging on walls from Canada to Australia and New Zealand. The £1400 raised will
support extra-curricular activities in the school, and had the knock-on effect of taking us into
school to share a very enjoyable cookery session with some of the students, as we tried out
some of the recipes. In fact, students asked if it could become a regular thing!
A flurry of activity at the end of term saw us presenting the ‘Tanfield Through Time’ display
and quiz to Year 7. Many of the children were fascinated by the school’s history and pored
over the photos to see if they could find relatives. So many of them did well in the quiz that,
besides the overall and class prize winners, we presented about 50 small prizes to pupils who
had achieved a creditable score.
We’ve enjoyed the monthly convivial lunch meetings and have attended functions at school,
the most moving of which was the Remembrance Day parade in November. The school was
also pleased to receive a donation of £500 from the association towards the ‘Lexia’ Reading
Program, which has already produced good results.
One of the most enjoyable things, for me, is organising the vote for the recipient of the
Tanfield Glass. It is always difficult to decide who deserves it most, as so many people are
working hard for the association all year, including Ted as editor of the newsletter, Howard
as Webmaster, Susan as Treasurer and Amy as Minuting Secretary. However, the votes come
in and each year produces a worthy winner. This year is no exception, as will shortly be
revealed at the reunion.
The association owes a lot to all of its volunteers, including the elected officers, Working
Exec members and those who put up and take down displays, attend school functions, interact
with the students and staff, stuff newsletters into envelopes, or provide sponsorship, raffle
prizes and support for whatever we’re doing. I’m sure you’ll join me in thanking them all for
another productive year.
Elizabeth Hawkins
Hon. Sec.
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Webmaster’s Report
Status quo maintained. Nothing new to report.
Howard Bott

Treasurer’s Report
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Kevan Jones Letter
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The Annual Reunion
Professor Bob Harrison presented ‘The Tanfield Glass’
to Amy Bilton, a most worthy recipient.
The Glass was engraved with various school badges
and our old motto, by Claire Humpherson. It is
presented annually.

This is the ceremonial handing over of the £500
towards the end of term outings. Yours truly is
holding the cheque with Christine McGough who is
now Chair of the Tanfield School Governors.

Some faces you
may remember.
From front left
around the table:
Mevrille
Hodgson,
Margaret Jones,
Jean Stoddart,
Claire
Humpherson,
Gina Jack.
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Joyce Charlton,
Janet Atkinson
Rev. Peter Atkinson
Amy Bilton

That’s me alongside my sister, Mary
Storey and, of course, our Secretary
Elizabeth behind my wife, Mavis.

Here we have our founder, Fred
Westwater, with his daughter
Jane, and two friends, Robbie and
Joyce Gowland.
Sadly Fred is blind now with
macular degeneration.
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At the rear is Jean Simpson (Farbridge) who I believe knitted the raffle prize above!! Tanfield
produced some clever people!!

Are you a ‘Vera’ fan?
Members who are fans of ‘Vera’ on TV will have an extra interest in spotting places next
season. One episode was recently shot at Tanfield, with some of the older pupils involved in
the filming. One of the film crew said that of all the schools they have filmed in over the
years, Tanfield was one of the best. Brenda Blethyn, star of the show, tweeted that the pupils
had been marvellous to work with. So – get sleuthing when series 10 comes on air and see if
you can spot your old school!

Brenda Blethyn in the school yard

The film crew at work

Students give us ideas
Ted Brabban, Jean Stoddart and Elizabeth Hawkins were guests of the school recently for
lunch with members of the School Council. These students, from Years 8 and 9, gave us the
benefit of their ideas on how to spend the £1500 raised by the School Dinners calendar. They
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obviously have a much better idea than we do of how the school can be improved for the
benefit of as many students as possible. We would like our fundraising efforts to have a
lasting effect – hence the meeting, which was arranged by Deputy Head Chris Jones.
The buffet lunch was very tasty and the students certainly had plenty of ideas. We were very
much impressed by their grasp of what was needed. They expressed their ideas very well and
had obviously given thought to the pros and cons of the different proposals put forward.

A brief summary of the ideas put forward is below.







Refurbish and redecorate the toilets
Revamp the outdoor classroom and provide it with portable folding tables and chairs
Provide materials, game boards etc for after-school clubs
Help to finance basic First Aid sessions
Help to organize and provide suitable materials for talks/demonstrations on fire
safety, water safety, learning sign language
Help to finance school trips

We later learned that the refurbishment of the toilets is under consideration by the school, as
we would expect, but we had an interesting discussion, not only on how we could help but
also on how student enterprise could lead to contacts being made with local firms with the
aim of receiving decorating materials or expertise at a lower cost. We left them to mull this
one over. They were going to approach the Business Studies teacher for ways forward.
POSTSCRIPT At the Annual Reunion, when the meeting was being reported on, Claire
Humpherson proposed that we work with the students to find out the cost of the various
things needed (e.g. folding chairs and tables) so that any individual member who wishes to
support the initiative can sponsor an item.
Nice idea!

Lunch with the School Council members
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These ideas were generally accepted by the Annual Meeting. We now wait for a further
meeting at school to determine what we can take forward.

The Actual Presentation
It was agreed a while ago that we would help to pay for a new reading program for the
school. Here we are, back in March, the ‘Happy Gang’ presenting the Head, Mr Steven
Clough with the actual cheque for £500.

Some answers
You may remember this photo
from the last Newsletter. I asked
were they all No 11, the ‘Outside
Left’, and where was it taken.
Well, I got my answer from John
Caine.
All we need now are some
names, and the year!
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I also showed this in the last Newsletter and asked
where it was taken.
I met Christabel Harkness (Greenwell) at a choir
concert, and remembered to ask her the question.
She remembered it well, and the answer surprised
me: it was taken on the sloping side of one of the
school air-raid shelters!

I got answers
to the two
question
marks – plus!

11

Letter from Florence Hutchinson (now Darby)
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I so enjoyed (Miss Allison would not appreciate the split infinitive) reading the newsletter. I
always do. These days there seem to be so many references to the 40s and 50s and I can
always find names that bring back memories. I well remember the visit to Miss Allison’s
home at Hamsterley with the madrigal (a beautiful house and garden.) I began SGS in 1946
and I think this visit was in the summer of my first year, 1947.
We met in Stanley (or was it Rowlands Gill?) and walked through the woods. I walked with
two sixth-formers – I think Roger Simpson and June Ross. We walked through the woods,
which was bedded with wild white garlic. The beauty and the smell are still in my memory.
I have a copy of the photograph and have always believed the person standing up with the
plaits and bows was me. Quite disappointing to find that it was, in fact, Shirley Henderson,
whom I remember from our early years at SGS.
J.P.B. Dobbs was an inspiration, and I owe my intense interest and later degree in music to
him. I was privileged to keep a correspondence with him after he moved to Dartington
College in Devon. His letters were a joy – with his beautiful script writing.
The visits to Ormesby Hall bring back happy memories –the country dancing on the Saturday
evening, the three bus journeys on public transport to get there, the walking and the
camaraderie – wonderful. I remember walking on the hills on the day that Manchester United
beat Blackpool in the F.A. Cup (4 – 2).
Jean (Farbridge) Simpson’s letter (I remember her well – Head Girl 1951-2, I think )
reminded me of the dining room and school dinners. Does anyone remember first year
dinners in the needlework room, with two prefects in charge? I recollect one day, when a
workman was in the roof, and one of his hairy legs came through his floor (our ceiling) to the
great hilarity of the diners.
Wendy Herdman and Margaret Little still remain close friends. Margaret comes for short
stays when she can – she is still very mobile, but keeps busy helping at the Alzheimer group,
and visiting her family (in Southend and U.S.A.). Wendy I see regularly, but she has trouble
walking, so activities are limited.
For those who remember me, I am still fit and well, and lead a fairly full life for an 84-yearold. I am in a Poetry group, and am eternally grateful for streamed operas, plays and films
keeping me up to date. We still have many visitors to stay, and I enjoy entertaining.
Thank you for all the work done by the team to let us have the regular newsletter.
Florence Hutchinson (1946 – 53) now Darby
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I know, because of things that I heard, that this old photo stirred some memories. However I had only
one written response which I will show overleaf.
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Thank you Harry Taylor.
There are still some gaps to fill. Can you do it?
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There are some clever folks around!
Just look what I came across.

Elizabeth must have the patience of Job, and a good sharp point to make lines in the scraperboard.

In case you didn’t know, Elizabeth Hawkins, our Secretary, was Thirlaway before she
married.

16

And Finally -

How are your Marbles?

Try this:
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