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A sensible plan for spreading the
gost of school owtfitting

——

THE PROBLEM. Wi arc official outficters to over 7 schocls in
the North-Eust of England. So it is quite nalomi that parents should
:s_“a _.Ern..n into Lheir conftdence on the problem of paying for
schaol ol 3

The diffieulty is not that school wniform is more cxpensive than
pther children's wothes, but that it does involve heavy ouilay
twice q year, at the beginning of the Autuina and Summer Terms—
the Auhimn Term usually being the heavier of the twa, whereas
the fost of ather clothes ¢an vswally be spread around the year

THE ANSWER. To overcorue this difficulty, we huve Jevised our
Subscription $cheme, which enables you 1o spread the cost of o
scheal outfit over nine monthe and sll bave credit in hand for
morth by montk replacement and ronewals of other clothes, not
only Lor the ehildran, but for a1l members of the family.

THES TS HOW IT WORKS. Suppose you find that your child's
coniplete owifit [or & pew school is polng to cost, say, £18. You pay
us £2 down, have the £18 worh of clothes, and o paying for
them at the ratc of £2 u month by banker’s order, or aoy other
arrangement thit suits you. [irectly you pay os the first monthly
m“w._.,.zz.s. you mey have another £2 worth of gouds from any

purtont it you like. Qr il you dos't nesd anything mare far
sovcral months, when you do nced ta buy apain you can have
what you wanl up to @ fotal of £13 sgain, In shart, you have
conlimueus eredit With us for nine times your monthly subsceiption.

“Tke Subscription Plan is proving very popular with many parcnis,
it's simpla and dignitied. And the sul ion wam be spent ot
just on school clothes but vn suits, ciding ki itwear and 50 om,
or the grown-lps as well as the children. Ring Newcasile 20407
wﬂm ask for the Subseription Office who will send you 2 brochure
about it

Isaace Wallon’s
GRAINGER STREET, NEWCASTLE UFON TYNE, 1

understand school outfitting




TAYLOR HALL, F.RZS.

THE PET SHOP

MARKET HALL STANLEY

Phons : GTANLEY 436 £0, DURBAK
*
FOR VALUE IN LIVESTOCK
*

TROPICAL FISH (OVER 40 VARIETIES)
COLD WATER FISH ACQUATIC PLANTS
BUDGIES CAMARIES FOREIGN EBIRDS
PUPPIES EITTENS MICE
HAMSTERS RABBITS GUINEA PIGS

x®

ALL FOBDS & ACCESSORIES FOR ABOYE

ALST

PIGEON, POULTRY & PIG FOODS




M. W. & A. DODGESON

{Membery of Hatiom] Unioo of Fctil Coofecticners)
(Members of Stuliocen’ Amocistion of Great Edtaio aod Ireland)

37 FRONT STREET, STANLEY, Co. Durbam

NEWSAGENTS - STATIONERS - TOY DEALERS

CONFECTIONERS -~ BOOKSELLERS - TOBACCONISTS

ALES, WINES AND SPIRIT MERCHANTS

TEXT BOOKS - - - OFFICE EQUIFMENT

TELHPHONE: STANLBY =z%

For Something Really Smart try

LUKE’S

Ladies’, Children’s and Gent’s Outfitter
and pur
4 DAYS® DRY CLEANING SERVICE

o

5 and 7 Front Street - - Stanley

Telrphone : STANLEY reg
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EDITORIAL

Ong of Lhe most useful facts that T have learnt during six years of
back-breaking study in this famous centre of learning is that éach age
is remembered in history by its chief characteristic. By what distinguish-
ing adjecture will the twentieth century be known, providing of covrse
that we are not blown up in the meantime by a hydrogen bomb 7 The
discerning statistician showld be able to find the signs of the time in the
life of this schoot—even this schoal,

Will this be an age of great literary achievement ? After reuding our
magazine, I hope you will be convineed of our method in that feld,
it has been sumgested that we are experiencing & rebirth of the Romantic
era. Judging by the popularity of the Dance Club among senior pupils.
this is guite poasible,

Personally, I sec this as a second Age of Reason, The pupils in this
school are certainly all very reasonable, particalady where members of
staff are concetned. Looking at the first-year pupils in all their ferocity,
ope is made to wonder, admittedly ; bul to speak scientifieally, I calcul-
ate that after undergoing a process of metamorphosis, they will turn
into quiet, peaceful citizens, the image of their heroes, the xixth form.
The organisation of the school supports my reasoning. Whenaver a
teacher leaves us he is methodically replaced by a substitute, The past
year has seen the disappearance of Mrs. Jolly and Missz Hall, ta both of
whom we wish all the best. In their place Mrs, Robertson will teach
Scripture and Miss Williamsoa English. Our new thirst for knowledge
is illustrated by the record attendances at Society Meetings. The newest
Bociety, the Christian Fellowship, invites any senios pupil to its meetings
who has a desire to learn more about the working of God,

;
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Perhaps after reading this exercise in whimsy, you will be deterred
from investipating the test of our magazine. But do not be discouraged ;
there are better thinas o folow, If, when yon have arrived at the last
page, you are wailing for next year's edition, we shall know that we
have achieved our aim and kept up the tradition of our learned

ECESS0LS,
ELATNE ARMSTRONG.

THE SCHOOL YEAR
SPEECH DAY

Speech Day this yeur was held con the afternoon and evening of
Thursday, March 24th, The juniors were presented with their prizes
in the afrernoen by Mr, Proudfoot.

The session began with the Schoo! Song. Dr. Sharp, in his speech,
stressed the value of personality, saying that work in school was import-
ant but personality was predominantdy se. He sid that out-of-classtoom
activities had continued to thrive,

Mr. Proudfoot addressed the school briefly and then presented the
prizes. The second part ¢f the programme consisted of a short musical
entertainment of choral and instrumental items,

Jarice Brack (IVa).

As usual, the ceremomy began with the pupils enthustastically singing
the “ School Sang.” The Chairman of the Governors, W. M. Simpson,
Esq., I.P., was presiding as Chairman, and after giving a brief opening
address, he called upon Dr. Sharp to give his annuyat report. Dr. Sharp
seemed to be guite pleased with the progress of his pupils both in work
and sport. Miss E. R{ Williamson, M.Sc., Ph.D., Principal of St. Mary's
College, Durham, was then calied upon to present the prizes. Afier
performing her duties she gave a short but interesting address, stressing
the point that there was ronm for more giels in the ligld of science. She
was agreeably surprised when presented with a houquet by the Head
Girl, Jean Rowe. Alan Taylor, the Head Boy, then proposed a vote of
thanks to Miss Willlamson, Mr. Simpson and Dr. Sharp, Everyone then
relaxed while lisiening ro a short musical entertainment of choral and
instrumental items which ended the Speech Day.

Dororey CROUDACE (VIL).

Thete onee was 2 young man of Hull,
Wha decided to keep a white bull ;
But that bull grew so large
That it soon learned to charge,
And now that poor man js in Mull.
PeTER CaRR {M14).
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HOUSE REPORTS

BOYS

Duneln

Dunelm were again well to the fore last season. In the football com-
petition a total of ten points was gained, giving the team second position
in the overall competition, No pames have yel been played this season
but the same success is hoped for. In the crickel competition we were
again uolucky ; coming second once more, we were only two points
behind Tanfield the winners. Had the juniors been more successful we
might well have won the trophy. However, they lost two games, one by
one run and the other by three runs.

Avaw Mires (Captain).

Neyille

The season 1959-60 proved to be one of mixed fortunes for Neville.
For the seniors, it was one of the best ever, as they were unbeaten at
football and wen both ericket and athletics competitions. The juniors,
hiowever, will not have such vivid memories, since they failed to gain a
Ece)int at football and their efforts in cricket and athletics were not much

fter. Had the juniors been a little more successful, last season could
have been a very profitable one for Neville.

Tanfield

Footparr. Although the senior eleven failed to gain any points, we
managed to win the overall football shisld, thanks to some grand per-
formances by our junior and intermediate teams who won all their
mutches by comfortable margins. The outlook for the coming season
is quite good, as the senior eleven will be somewhat stronger and we

H. Davisox (Captain).

hope that the juniors and intermediates will keep up their excellent.

performanges.

CRICKET. Oiice again, thanks 1o some excellent performances by the
junior side, we were able to add another shield to our collection for the
year. The juniors won all their matches, but the seniors only managed
to-defeat Watling,

Armiriics, The shields for athletics are awarded individually to the
various year winners. We managed to secure thrée of these, namely the
first, the third and fourth year shiclds, and were runners-up in the
seeond vear competition. We ran out comforiable winners in the overall
house placings and so completed a noteworthy * hat trick” We cannot
really wish for a better year, but we hope that the coming vear will be
equally as successful for the House as has been the past one.

L. E. HoGa (Captain).
Watling

Watling seniors defeated Tanfield, drew with Dunelm and were heaten
by Meville at football, They defeated Meville and Dunelm at cricket,
and were beaten by Tanficld. The performances of the intermediates
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and junicrs were disappointng at football, their sole victory being due
to the juniors, who beat Neville. The Juniors only wen one cricket
malch. The athletic performances of the junior and intermediate classes
were Inspiring but the seniors had a disappointing season. The new
football season has begun on a brighter note with the seniory winning
their first two games.

W. Tyers (Captain).

GIRLS
Bunetm

Throughout the year the House has been unsuccessful. In the hockey
towrnament only one match was won., On Sporis Day, Mary Covdey,
of the juniors, did well against strong opposition, but through lack of
support no honours were obtained.

It is hoped that this year more enthusiasm will be shown in all sports

by cach member of the House,
MarLaN REAY (Capiain).

Neville

In the inter-house hockey matches Neville wag placed second
Tanhield, the eventuzl winners. On Sporis Day the semors and inter-
mediates fared badly, but the juniors saved our face by winning the
Jumior Shield, This was due particularly to the splendid efforts of
Sheila Hamillon anidt Vera Fairley.

It is hoped that the intermediates and seniors will show more enthus-
iasm this year and come up to the standard set by the juniors.

CaroLyn Bott (Captain,
Taniietd

The House did extremely well in the hockey tourmameni, drawing
with Neville, and beating Watling and Dunelm, to win the shield with
a lead of four points.

Unforlunately, the keeaness shown for hockey did oot extend to
athlefics. On Sports Day there were some good individual efforts, but
on the whole the standard of athletics was only aversge and the lack
of enthusiasm, especially noticeable in the senior school, must be
rectified in the coming year.

EceaNor Arwxorn {Captain).
Watling

The House was unseccessful in the inter-homse hockey and onty
won one match. On Sports Day, however, a vast improvement was
shown, Both intermediates and seniors won shields, owing to the excel-
lent efforts of Wendy Herdman, Jean Robson and Carol Bentick. It is
hoped that this year will be as successful as last and thal the juniors
wil] improve w0 reach the excellent standard sct by the infermediates
and semiors,

Joaw Curmy (Captain).



SCHOOL ATHLETICS, 1960

During recent years the standard of Athletics in the school has jm-
proved considerably and last season was one of the best yet. Training
wiy held on Mondays and Wednesdays all through the winter.

In February an Inter-Honse Cross Coupiry Championship was held
with Neville emerging the victors, A team Wwas chosen (0 represent the
school at die Durham County Schools’ Championships and Terry Wiles,
by finishing in sixch position, secured a place in the Counry team.

The birst * major " competition of the year was of course School Sports
Day, Some good orgamsation helped the sports to keep to schedule,
and after a very close contest and some exiremely keen competition
Nevifle came out on top us Senor Champlions.

For many jupnior competitors the lirst taste of top competition came
with the County Grammar School Sports held in the grounds of Durham
Johnston Schogt Twemty-four schoals took part and after some good
performances Stanley finished in eighth position. J. Burrows hettered
40} ft, in the Shot Putt and became Couniy Champion. It was therdore
a confident team who fravelled to Gosforth for the Tyneside Grammar
School Sports where the standard is regarded as mot being as high.
The Senior Relay Team. by coming second, prevented the seniors from
being placed first and we carme away runners-ap.

At Shield Row Secondary School, the Junior Teams really excelled
in the Stanfey District Sports and won all four trophies. This is a
record, apd it has never been achieved by any other school. As a resull
the school were well represented in the Stanley District Team which
competed in the County Schools’ Championships held at Houghton-le-
Spring, 4. Burrows again bettered 40 ft, in winning the Shot Putt.
Unfortunately, his standard was not high enough and he was onlucky
not to be chosen for the County Team, Thrve boys were chosen, how-
ever, and travelled to Shrewshury to compete in the All-Brgland Cham-
pionships. They were D, Barron. first w the Junior 100 yards in a time
of 11.2 seconds, [, Atkinson, second in the Junior 880 yards in a time
of 2 minutes and {3 seconds, and A. Milis in the long jump.

Special mention should be made of Mr Wood and Mr. Geddes for
their patience in teaching and training the athistes.

Aran Mirs (VIu),

There was a young boy from Nestan,
Who went for a sal ina
But his boal sprong a lea
For the metal was weak,
So he made his next trip in & can.
Baviny I, Roemison (I114).




SENIOR CRECKET

It was a mediocre season for last yeat’s Senior Cricket XI, four
matches being won out of the ¢ight played. Victories were chalked up
against Chester-le-Street (home aml away), Blaydon (home) and Durham
lohnston (home}. Colin Brown proved o he the best batsman of the
season with a top score of seventy-eéiht (v. Chester-le-Street) and ao
average of just over forty. For this achievement he was presented with
a critket bat by the Swaday Posr. Stubb’s (last year’s Captain) and
Tyers were found to be the two most consistent bowlers, both taking
wickers at an average of just over seven.

ArLaN MiLis (Caprain) (VIU).

INTERMEIMATE CRICKET

The first match of the season for the intermediates was against Shield
Row, with Boyd as captain. The Grammar School batted first, The
innings was uneventiul except for the bright hiting of Kerswell who
made twenty-aine not ont, Shieid Row then batted and soon surpassed
the Grammar School total of forty-eight to win by six wickets. Unper-
irbed by this defeat, the team went into their next game with just as
nwich enthugiasm as they did the frst. The Blaydon team batted first
and were somewhat disheartened by the fury which Boyd put into his
bowling, His Gnal figures were five for twenty-two. This helped the
team Lo victory. In he return match with Shicld Row, Slater hit a
splendid 1weniy-five before being 1.b.w. 10 Liddell. The team was finally
defeated by one run. The return match with Blaydon was a very happy
event for the team, as a century was reached for the first time, The
game wus won easily, thus ending the season suceessfully.

R. REED.

SENIOR FOOTBALL

The senior football team did not have an outstanding scason last
year, winning only three games of the ten playad. Once again we were
eliminated in.the firsst round of the Tyneside Grammar Schools' Cup,
being defeated ty Sundetland Bede 2-~0. The games we won wére
agdingt- Consett twice (2—1 and 2—1} aod Rutherford (3—1). We were
soundly defeated by Hookergale {7—0 and 8—0} and Durham (5—1
and 3—0). In our single encounters with Chester-le-Street and Tyne-
meuth we lost 7—1 and 3—) respectively. The new season has opened
disastrously with a 10—2 defeat by Chester-le-Street, but we hope for
a marked improvement. We would like to thank all members of staff
who have taken charge of the team for away matches.

1. E. Hoga (Captain).

GEOGRAPHY SOCIETY

Qur President, Dr. Sharp, opened the year with the general meeting,
which way well attended. On October 12th, there was a lecture with
film slides given by Mr, Colin Armstrong, a former pupil of the school.
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This was eatitled * Climbing in the Swiss Alps. A mosl interesting talk
oi China followed on November 11th, given by Mr. Spurr, Rector of
Chester-le-Street Parish Charch, He had been living as 2 missionary
in Ching for twelve years: thus his ioformation was guite authenfic,
On November 13th, a party of forly siuh formers left Stanley for a
conducted tour of Coasett Tron Works, The final lectures were given
by Miss Halkier and Mr. Sced who described their holiday visits to
the Continent with eoloured slides and films, Our thanks are dug to all
who have helped in any way o carry on the work of the society.

MLy WILKINSON (Secretary).

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Thiz year I find myself with the unhappy task of having to report on a
vather poor year in the Tife of the society, There was a marked decreass
in membership and after the time of * holiday printing* had passed, tbe
few meetings which weve arranged were poorly supported, To v to
bring back some of the lost popularity of the society, it bas been decidad
to arrange several Tectures by outside lecturers in the Spring Term to
supplement the normal meenmgs, A geperal mesting has already been
held and the attendance there seemed to promlise better thinps for the
future. The subscription to the society has zlso been reduced to 15~
which niay encourage some of the younger members of the schoo! to
join,

J. E. HoGgg {Secretaryl.

MUSICAL EVENTS

During the past year, all musical activities in the school have been
taken over by the Music Scciety. These include concerts, lectures and
the work of the ™ Music Makers ” group. Ecctures of special interest
were given by Mr. Cousing and Mr, Hall, respectively.

Musical activities have been extensive during the 1959-60 season.
The most ambitious concert so far was staged in October, 195% and
inciuded many advanved works such as “gl"he Polovisian Cances
from " Piince Igor™ (Bopodin} and = movement from the * Violin
Concerto in D Minor * {Sibelius), The school orchestra, now twenty-four
strong, played an important part in the proceedings. For the first time,
the concert was held or two evenings, Thaoks most be given to Sheila
Creighton for the work in connmection with organising and conducting
znd also to Mrs, Coulson for her untiring help s accompanist,

On Spesch Day the sixth year choir gave 2 performance of * The
Song of Destiny ™ by Brahms The next concert is to be given in Novem-
ber. The * Music Makers ™ are functioning reguiarly and new members
have becn admitted at intervals during the past few months, including
four members of the staff, The group look forward fo & successful

and progressive year.
JEan Taar (VIU).




THE CHESS CLLB

This yeut the club has hell its meetings at linch time lo the music
room, 4 diew idea which boosted the membership 10 almost oae hitndred.

Alan Taylor was elected Chairman and Eric Hudson Treasurer for
the yeat, A subscription of thréepence per term was introduced and
the proceeds used to buy new chessmen.,

The third American Tournament was won by Kenneth Williams
who narrowly defeated Mr. Yockney, A knock-put tournament for
other players was won by Keith Ellwood who defeated Geoffrey Spark
in the final.

Framk G, Privson (Secretary).

DBYBATING SOCTETY

Last year was, on the whole, a successful enc for the soctety, and
altendance has considerably improved. Some debates were arranged
on more informal lines in an effort to incite more argument from the
fioor. However, the updoubted highlight of the year was a serious
debate, * Agnosticisen is the aititude of all reasonable men.” proposed
by T, Wiles and Flaine Armstrong, and opposed by W. Hall and Claire
Flowers. This debate ran theouah a session after schoo! and two sub-
sequent dinner times, ending in an easy win for the proposing sile.
This year's activilles began with a very successful Brains Trust, wittily
supported by the team, and & varied programme of lighter and more
scripus jtems, including an inter-house quiz, which is nlways popular,
has been arranged by the committee,

EILEEN WaLkrR {Secretary).

TELEVISION

Our schonl has at last obtdined a television set, and our class is
lucky enough to have heen given the privilege of warching it on Tuesdny
afteenpons. The programme concerng the life of & typical Freoch family.
T like French television much betier than an ordinary French lesson but,
of course. who wouldn’t 7 So far the family consists of Monsieur and
hatame Dupré, their nephew Nicole, their daughter, and Grand-pére.
Migole is a typical teenager, and Monsieur Dupré, who s a doclor,
worships plats and Howers which are his hobby, [ think that i is
extremety worth while baving = (¢levision sct, and bwst of us will benafit
from it.

Karneyt Lowestass (ITn),

Comment from a Pupll of 11% on 3 French Television Propramme

“ [ can only ind ane fawdt with this serizl and that s that the actors
are Enghish. Their accents are not pecfect and this spoils the effect.”
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“ROCKS IN MOONLIGHT *

The picture in school which is causing great interest and admiration
is hired from the Picturc Lending Library atached to King's College
amd was painted by Mr, R, H. Binks, a former member of the stafl.
The linarcial collection ko abtain it was organised by H. Ridley and
coatributions came mainly from the stafl and members of the sixth
form,  The idea has proved successful as pupils have discussed its
artistic values even in the junior school. 1t is an absiract representation
of “Rocks in Mooniight,” alihough it has been mistaken for & man
in his dressing gown with / bottle and a glass, and three bent ligures in
front of a window, or three knights in armour, The unappreciative
element of the school have fuiled to understand it, but personally, |
think it is a pleasing pattern of shapes. The colouring is particuiarly
outstanding, and it certainly enhances the upper corridor.

Miey WiLEmNSON (VU3

NEWS IN BRIEF

Lruring the summer moaths a group of papils of zIl zges formed a
Sketch Club which held open-ajr meetings every Monday evening when
the weather was suitable, This bas become the Art Club for the winter
months, Thiz interest in Art has led to participation in the Stanley
Rotary Chub Art Competition in which pupils had to submil pictores
of some local scene. Our pupils pained threc prizes. The picture on the
boltam corridor was one which was enlercd for the competition, There
are alio on the bottom corridor two black and white scraper boards
exgcuted by Harry Ridley.

A party of girls saw the England © A ™ v. the England * B ™ Hockey
lean.

A series of lecturcs on various branches of science was arranged last
Autumn Term. Among them there was a lecture given by Mr, Blenkin-
sop on the Health Department of the United Nations, which proved
interesting and instructive to a wide range of senior pupils.

As usual, pupils have been cnoouraged to take an interest in drama
amnd have made sgveral visits to the theatre, To mazniion only two of
these—one party saw the Consett Grammar School production of
“ Macheth ™ and apother group of semior pupils had the priviicse of
seeing “ The Importance of Being Ernest™ produced by the Old Vic
Company at the Theatre Royal. A Jupiot Dramatic Suciety has been
formed and has proved most successful,

The Dance Club meets now on a Toesday evening and appears 1o be
as Aourishing as ever.

As an experiment @ junior Club frangais has been started at which
the attendance has so far boen most encouraging,
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Sepior pupils bave again seen a Molitre play, * Le Médicin Malgrs
Lui,” and a humorous modern One Act Play, The film, presented by
courtesy of the Durham University French Department, was this year
the popular and amuosing * Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme.” The piays.
film and lectures attended have been much appreciated.

Head Boy: 1, E. Hoaa. Head Gitl : Vivien HoDasow,
Deputy Head Boy: I Ferguson,
Deputy Head Girl : EILEEN WALXER.

DONT BE HASTY

There are lots of things we must do

Ags we journgy this life through,

An vokind word that is said in haste

Cannet be recailed or yet replaced.

Mo one can tell what that wotd cando |

It can stab like an Arrow and cut right through.,

How much better it would be

To stop and think before being hasty,

But alas how many do 7

‘That's life the while way through,

To wound and to hurt is the way of man,

It was never meant to be God’s plan,

If you are just starting on life's road

Take heed and remember the * Hasty Code.™

Muakria HarrisoN (IVE).

PAST STUDENTS

NEWS OF PAST PUPILS
We congratulate
W. K. R, Musgrave, D.S¢, who has been appointed to the Chair of
Organic Chemistey at Durham University,

Richard Chambers who, after spending a year in Canada, has Deen
appointed lecturer jn Organic Chemistry at Durkam Ueiversity.

Fred Smailes, whe has won a Nuffield Besearch Scholarship 2t the
Dental School.
Basi] Hutchinson, who is 8 Pharmaceutical Chemist and has starfed
a new business at Peterlee.
Engagement
Anne English to W. Collins,
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Marriagey

Barhara Rowe to Ernest Roce.

Iris Peart to David Hammel.

Cathleen Waggott to George Watson,

Elsie Metcalfe to Reuben Harris.

Margaret Brown to Alaa Gilroy.

We are pleased fo pive news of Past Pupils and would be niost grate-
ful if information for the magazine was given to us during the year,
Blease Forward to Tir. Sharp, Grammar School, Stanley.

Past Sindents® A ssodation
The Anaual Reunion will again take the form of
A Dinner Dance
to be held in the
Maspnic Hall, Stamley
on
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2%h, 1960
Assemible at 7 pum, for Dineer at 7.30 p.o.
Dancing 9 pm. to 12 midnighs
to the music of
Joe Collins and His Band
Late bus will be arranged
Tickets 1046 each
may be obtained from variony shops and from
Dr. Sha rp, Grammar School, Stanjey.
ADMITTANCE BY TiCKET GNLY
Cash with Order and Please ger your Ticket early.
Friends of Past Students will be welcome.

There was once 4 fellow oaoed White
Who had whiskers that grew in the night,
They gréw at such a pace
That they hid aH his face
And now he can't tell when it's light.
GeoRkGe Dunm (T[1a).
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HALL OF RESIDENCE

What, I wonder, is vour impression of a “ Hall of Residence " ? Do
you imagine a twelfih century mangr house, restrained from collapse by
Ministry of Works red tape, the sort where water is pumped from a well
and the floors are of * Queen Elizabetl: slipped here and almost broke
her neck ™ type? Or is your “Hall™ a nidiculous number of storeys
high, where every room alfords a breath-taking view of cverything clse 7
1 went through both phases, and can sympathise with anyone who finds
himself at a Hall similar to that in which I have spent the past year.

The ¢xterior of the Hall 1o which I refer was at first sight reminiscent
of a second-class Anerican ranch house, a long, heavily windowed, wood-
en building with a wing of low brick outhouses, As it happened, the
“ puthouses ™ were the private apartments of the CGreat White Chicl
Himself (the warden) of the Hall. The whoele set of buildings secmed
barely capable of housin[g forty residents, After being hoaxed by many
ingenious red herrings, [ found the entrance cunninply disguised as a
tradesman’s unloading-bay, Once inside, L was mildly surprised to be
confronted with a vista like that of an airport terminal, glass and mirrors

enerous quantity, modernistic decoration, seats which lgoked made

oum rubber and proved entirely deceptive, telephones and reception.
However, 1 had still not szen any suggestion of the five huwdred men
1 knew must be hiding somewhers,

I wamiered through the enlrance hall and into an adjoining corrider.
It was here, in & room inscribed * Games Room,” that | found the first
5|gr|s of life. A SCOTE OF 50 of men in what [ can only describe as very
were langoidly playing or eagerly awaiting a game of
tablc tennis, another group amused itself by throwing darts at the wall,
while others were engaged in slotting weights oo to a weight-lifting bar
and then silting down and contemplating the size of their task. The
next door led to the television room. With a great effort ! opencod the
dogr about two inches, to be greeted with a strange, sad smile from a
gentleman whom I had already compressed into half of his paturai
volume, A glimpse inside the room revealed scme hundred and fifty
gentlemen illuminated, solely of course, by the ubiquitous ™ reliy.”
The * Billiard Room ™ accounted for another thirty or so residents,
hut the adjacent * Junior Commaon Room,™ a vast sea of easy chairs,
was surprisingly empty. Tn pormal use, T subsequently never discovered
more than twenty people in this huge room. 1 believe they were suspic-
ious of the easy chairs.

Then 1 turned the corner. Stretching into the far distance was an
immensely long comidor with the stiking sequence :  window, fre
extinguisher, deor, bucket, along each of the long walls, This corridor,
| lenrned later, was one of two, each two hundred yards long, Qver-
awed, [ began to look for some indication of ZL, whick enipmatic
sub-carridor I had been allotted in this establishment, The Rrst letter
T located was " Q.” This seemed rather irrelevant, but no doubt there
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was some reason of great import for it However, half an hour later,
an completion of a circoit of (wo two-hundred-yard corridors and two
fifty-yard corridors, | had dedvced that the leticring above the daors
10 the sub-corridors was complately random.

L had yet to expeticnee daily life in the Hall. Soon | formaiated one
golden rule: po to bed at 10 pm, or dow’t bother. University students
have quaint habiis, such as making vulgar ooises with trompets or
tromboncs 1o welcomes the new dav in, and casting tin waste paper
baskets down sub-corridors at 1030 pm. and continue for two to three
howrs oo subjects mepionable and unmentiozable. Momings invariably
begin with a battery of alarmi-clocks, those of the radicals at 6.30, the
moderates at .30 and the reactionaries at 830 with the result that
whatever one’s group, o is wakened gt least three times. Breakfast is
usually ome mad scramble, There ore some noluble attempis ot the
two hondred meties world record on the way to snapped, crackied and
popped cereal, anaemic bacon, resilient sausage, rigid toast and viscous
tea, Digestion thrown to the wind, the Hall migrales 10 the nearcst
bus-stop in urder to put in an appearance at lecturcs. The evening
meal is often formyl; students are expected o wear powns, Unfor.
tunately, some also decide to wear simultaneously plimsolls and open-
necked shirts. Tt is the object of all concerned to make this the nofsiest
mea] of the week. They always succead,

Do 1 like life in Hall of Residence ? T shall be there again this year,

E. Ross (WTu, 1958-9).

EXPERIENCES REAL AND IMAGINARY
WONDER DRUG

Confined 1o bed with tonsilitis germs,

Instead of gamboling 'neath skies of blue,

To spend my holiday with wretched * worms
In days when wonder tissues © pop up too,”

The doctor came with frowns upen his face,
Peered down my throat, and then with savage glee,
He cried, ** Aha, those tonsils know their place

Is with my students of Biology.”

Tnsiead of * forty winks’ down on the sand,

My tartured throat was doged with foey pills
Prescribed on Wational Health—a helping hand
Ta patients on the polot of making wills,

From littke wriggling germs botk mild and Eilling
Deldiver us, O Lord—angd Penjcillin 1

Marcra CorNpDRTE (1EI),
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ON COMPARING ANNFIELD PLAIN SECONDARY MODERN
WITH STANLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL

On the first day of term we artived at school rather earfy. We were
Full of expectancy and were not disappointed, although the differences
in activities made it more difficult for us to slip into the school’s routine.
At first sight the school appears somewhat larger than owrs slthough it
is not quiic as wide, In addition to the original school an assembly hall
and a gymnasium have been added, making the whole building appear
larger than Annfield Plain School,

There is an absence of a large schoal yard, most of the ground sur-
rounding the school forming a large, well-kept playing feld with the
additions of tennis courts and a netball pitch,

Stanley Grammar School is, in most features, totally different from
Anofield Modern School.  One of the great differences is that it is
co-educational.  Although both boys and girls attended our old school
the ground Aoor was reserved for boys only and the upper Hoor for
gitls. Many more activities are carried on in the Grammar School and
one has a greater opportunity of learning outside school hours, One has
chances of joining the Choir, Dancing Club, Photographic, Geography
and Debating Societies.

Travelling to and from school was different, for whereas in our okl
schoo] we bath lived practically on the “doorstep ™ we now have o
force ourselves to get out of bed earlier and hasten to cateh the scholars’
bus, Althongh many strange and different methods of teaching and
learning prevail we feel that the two years we shall attend this school
will be as happy as the tive years we spent at Annheid Plain Secondary
Modern School,

MarGARET HUDRSON and JEaN loeton (VL)

ON BEING SEA SICK

‘The thought that I might be sick had not occurred to mc, for the
brat could not he more than 2 mile from shore and the sea was smoothly
placid, moved only by a gentle swell. Mevertheless, in spite of the sea’s
inviting appearance from the beach, it ussumed a sort of majestic yet
sly matevolenee when actually vpon it

To my knowledge, encugh had not heen written about sea sickness.
“How fing,” | have thought, “ to ‘go down to the sea in ships": how
nobiz w0 Face the wild north-easter ™ @ and every captain has gazed at
e through ice-hlue, salt-bleached eyes: Drake! Raleigh! Hawkins!
all men of steel in ships of wood. How these names and sayings have
fired my imagination,

And yet, really, it is not in the least like that, going to sea. This sea
sickneas is an exhauvsting experience and almost everyons who bas been
10 sea has suffered its heart-rending agonies. Perhaps if the least inviting
aspects of a sailor’s Tife were written of more often. people would be
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warned of the dungers of their initial voyage. At the first sign of the
brewing storm, one could fly back to harbour with pardonable coward-
ice. Unfortunately, however, no autlor bas yet attempred to mpproach
this subject For, 1n 50 doing, he would be jeopardizing the popularity
of all fielitions novels of the sea,

Like the common cold, its attack is recognised only wher it is too
late, Not until one Kes helpless, prostrate in the botiom of the boat
does one begin to realise what led 1o one’s present position,

That injtial, stifled yawn should have seen the bows headed for the
shore, The faolisit, half-witted grins followed, as one's senses reeled,
and then stage three, the hopeless elfects bo try to cowteract the sway
of the boat which rocked to the motion of the ever-restless sea. It s
now 100 late to flee. The fourth phaze guickly follows.

A weakness which overcommes even the most agile and precise of
people is followed by a ihrobbing headache. Pounding and grinding
through one's skull like some fiend fet loose with a sledge hammer,

Resounding through the hesd es if one had been locked in a bell
tower with the bells pealing, for hours on end. A sweat now breaks ont.
Perspiration breaks out in beads on the upper lip and forehead, trickling
down the greenish grey pallid skin and dripping off one’s nose and chin.
The sweating continues and soon the perspiration is so much that the
eyesight becomes blurred as tears and sweat run over them, Nauseating
smells pour from the mouth as if from a stonc-age troglodyte and the
mscles go lax and limp so that one can hardly iift one's finger, never
mind oneself, This becomes necessary when the fnal phase, the vonit«
ting occurs, Leaning over the hoat's side, regurgitating breakfast,
dinner and all and even, 5o it seems, one’s stornach, the wretched vietim
contemplates suicide, At Jast, however, all is well. The pounding head-
ache and the sweat remain; but that is all. Al food and digestive
organs sgem to have disappeared over the boat's side and enough cour-
age can be summoned up te leave it and curl up under a seat to fall
asleep.

Davin Proup (TV4).

UNDER THE BLANKETS THREE

Under the blankets three,

Who loves to lie. but me,

And turns & weary ear

Unto my mother’s cleat

" Come hither. come hither, come hither.™
Theo T must rise.

LUnwiilingly,

In winter and cokl weather.
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Wio dath the cald air shun,
{Llove to feel the sun 1)
Seeking my breakfast cold,
Mot pleased when [ am told.
* Dow't dither, dos't dither, don't dither,”
Then I must rise,
Unwillingly,
In winter and cold weather,

With apolusies tp Willlum Shukespeare.

Sanora C. Sionoway (1114,

AN ABANDONED ¥YILLAGE

At the threat of invasion, evervone had been evacuated and the
village boildings fefu to dwir fate. The dilapidated village hall, which
had oice resounded with the meery laughtar of children, now stood
‘mutgly in the blazing sun, The few houses that were foll standing looked
lonely and uninhabited, and the okd village church, wiich ltad heard the
clatter of many feet, seemed to be hsiening intenily, as i trying to
detect any trace of sound.

As I picked my wuay through the debris, I could hear the chatter
of squirrels hunting auts. Trecs lay across the roads, the pavement
was littered with stones and here and there lay pieces of furniture which
had escaped the blitz, The crups had been ready for harvesting when
the invasion began, but now the felds were one vast expanse of decom-
posing vegatation.

As | stood gazing at the disastrous sight before me, | wondered when
the hysterical fapatics wiw were causing the war would realise their
mistakes and see the misery they were hringing to the world.

MarILYN Huwr (LTTa),
WINTER TIME

T look through my wikdew and thers T ges
Srow [ike crisp icing on every tree.
Igicles hang on bough and Branch,
While their friends the snowflakes perform a dance,
From tree o [ree the blackbirds fly,
Making dark splashes against the sky.
A rohin appears upon the sill,
And then far 2 moment [ sit guite still.
But Bruce my dog has secn him koo
And barks and growls. so away he flew,
My spowman Jaoks so cold and bare
!t enust find a hat for him ko wear
All this beauty that T now see,
Will disappear in two weeks or thres
So now | must take my cherished sleigh,
And it the snow go out 1o play,
" ELZABETTT WHITE {1114},




DAY DREAMS

Have you ever glanced actoss 2 room when suddenly your eye is
caught by someone who is sitting bead on hand with a vacaot look in
his or her eye? Then you begin to wonder what he is thinking of, bot
you will pever rcally know because the world of day dreams s a very
private world.

| have a small cousin aged tour years and he is always telling hie
mummy how one day when he is a man he will bring her all new furni-
ture in bis furpjture removal vao. He seems to dreas of the day when
this will happen.

We all grow up, of course, and our day dreams grow up with s
Gitls no longer dream of beautiful dresses bt of how to 'catch” a
man while wearing the beautiful dresses. Bows, too, begin to day dream
of gicls. Ob, everyone wilk “ grunt™ and say that they do not dream
of any such thitg, but don't you belicve them because they da.

it is said that the * British workman® is a good day dreamer, ot at
Icast he showdd be, the practice he gets. [ do not wish to be disrespectful ;
after all, perhaps it does take throe men to use a spede However,
whife two men brosh the street the other man stands leaning on his
shovel locking out into space. 1 often wonder just what on earth he
finds to stand day dreaming about, day in and day oul. Perhaps he
dreams of winning Littlewoots—or even of brushing the strect.

We have scen modern day dreamers ; let us look back into History
and find out about the day dreamers of yesterday, Imagine il is a cold
dark night and you are a Scottish soldier in the Pass of Killicrankie.
You have been away [rom home for many days now and you have only
had rushed meals. Now, on this cold night you are posted on seniey
duty and as you sit all alone you begin to think of home, or do you
think of a * wes ™ drop o’ whisky and a nice—haggis ?

Speaking of sentrics, T wonder what those Romans thought of as they
marched to and fro along the now ruined wall. Perhaps, in the guiet
of the day, they imagined that they heard the distant piaying of Nero
as he fiddled his way through Rome.

When | hear of a Rocket T <o not think of a guided missile bot of
Jamex Watt. What a great day dreamer he must have been. There he
sat in tront of a fire watching the {id of a kettle bobbing up and down
in the steam. We all know of course what became of hiz day dreams.

In front of me therc is & tortoise shell cal. She is sitting wilh her
head on one side and her eyes half closed in a Chincse fashion. T wonder
what she is thinking about. Oh! it wust have been about that pinger
car next door, because she has just shakep her head and stretched
herself out ulong the carpet, with a disgusted logk on her face, T ance
heard o quetation which, 1 think, sums up the day dreamer ; * Some-
limes [ sits and thinks, and sometimes T just stis”

MARIORIE WADGH {Va).
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MY EXPERIENCE OF ACTING

It is the practice of most schools to provide cntertainment #l their
anpual 8peech Days in order to show how good (or bad) the pupils
of the school are. Almost three years ago now, when I was a hith
former at Annficld Plain, 1 was approached to play the réle of Mark
Anteny in part of Shakespearg’s “ Julws Caesar™ the following
speech day, Withowt much thought, and s order lo create & good
impression T accepted. Incidently, my idea of Shakespeare then was
much the same as | suppose some of yours is now—dull, uninleresting,
and such old fashioned English that T couldn't appreciate it in the least.
Tt was 10 me somefhing that had been dr up by some crank in
arder to give ittle boys and gitls something more o0 learn, as though
they had not sufficient without that. The succeeding days brought hitle
progress, it any at all—at least no visible progress was seen; bue 1
sUppose Soine prepatation must have been goibg on without my being
aware of the fact. Eventvally, however, we were told the parts we were
to learn. If you are familiar with the play you will, no doubt, rentenzher
the rather loay speeches in the market place, and in order that 1 might
improve my powers of rhetoric I endured long and titesome practices—
the anly uther persott in the ropm being the teacher.

The husband of the English teacher was also on the staff and was
Iooked npon zs the make-up expert, In order thet he could create the
best Mark Amtony from the raw malerial aveilable, he too needed

tactice, nrch, [ may add, to my regret. Adfter havieg stared at me
or 4 [ull ten minutes, temarking every now and then, * Hinm * and
“¥es” he literally plastered my face with a foul-smeling grease and
proceeded with great deftness of hand to mess about with grease pencils,
eveitually producing an unrecognisable Bill Hall cumt Mark Antony.
Anything worse than this was inconceivahle. Mecdless to say, the in-
conceivable was conceived. A few days later the costumes arrived and
aftet the uwsual confusion I found myself standing in front of one of the
two lady members of staff with Tittle ¢lse on but a fimisy tunic which
barely reached to the centre of my thighs. Apart from a beli round the
middle it reminded me much of these Shortie nightdresses, And so
preparabions proceaded.

At last the day of judgemnent was near, Was it in fact going to be a
success of was 1 going to be just anather speech day production 7 1 spemt
the last lew days frantically polishing up my lines by stapding in Front
of & mirror and repeating them over and over, again and agein. The
motning of the day we were o perform arrived without warning, T
had the jitters from then onwards, hardly being able to eat anything
because of the nervous state T was in unti] after I had fimished.

n no time at all the curtain was up and the play began, For the first
five minutes ot so T had nothing to say and everything proceeded with-
ot any major crisis. Afrer making my first speech 1 ieft the stage some-
what relieved and rather more confident than T had previously been, [
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awaited my entrance with four stretcher bearers amt the hody of Caesar
on the stretcher—and then it happened ; Brutus remarked, ** Here comes
his body mourned by Mark Antony,” and oo I marched, trying to look
as much like a Romun soldier as T knew how to, umaware of what was
happening behind me, 1 reached the middle of the stage when T was to
tuen tound, which io fact T did, but to my dismay there was oo body,
or for that matter any sign of the stretcher bearers, What had hap-
pened 7 1 slowly turned by head and Jooked in the direction of the
entrance to the stage, and there, since they were carrying the stretcher
on their shoulders, one of the stretcher bearers, in fact he was the school
comedian, had managed to get his head stuck between the stretcher and
the scenery. It was certainly the only time that I was glad 5 have the
make-up on because | (elt myself blush as | had never done before,
It was like an eternity waiting unti! he had released himsclf,

This was the most memorable occasion in my lifs, Newer before
or since have I felt so embarrassed,

W. Harr (VIoh.

HOME SAFETY

We know that many accidenis can happen on the road,
But figures during recent years have nearly always showed
‘That if among the traffic it is not too safe to roam,

More accidents than this occur inside the English home.

The staircase often is the canse of badly broken bones ;

Good lighting in. this awkward place could save a lot of groans.
The fieeplace should bé guarded well to save hath young and old,
And children warned of dangers should do just what they are tald.

Neir Barrass (Tls).

HOLIDAY REMINISCENCES

THE STREETS OF PARIS—A DEDICATION

Ta the visitors who have toured the streets of Paris and whose feet
have suffered in corsequence this article is dedicated.

Paris, as befits a capital, is 2 city of contrasty, and js seemingly u
conglomeration of many towns rolled inle one large, noisy and beantiful
metropolis whose most interesting contrast is, pechaps, its steeets, When
I am in an imagivative mood the nartow, winding streets of Parls come
to my memory. They cannct be called beautiful or artstic with the
tuildings countless storeys high, blotting out the sun and much of the
sky from Lhe street, with their peeling paint-worle, shuttered windows
and balconies, but without a doubt, they are an integral part of Paris,

You can imagine that behind the shuttered windows a future Balzac
or Pigasso is creating a masterpices, which will one day raise him to the
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heights of fame instead of the tnodp floor of a dingy flat. Or, If you are
of a more gruesome turn of tind, you can imagine that round the next
corper, you will find a stranger with a knife in his back, a situation
which, you Feel sure. will arouse no interest among the inhabitants of
the street.

In contrast o these grey, airless streets are the famous bouolevards
with wide pavements, trecs and a swceping expanse of roadway, the
latter the elernal nightmare of the pedestian and the playground of
the French motorist and the fammous tuxi driver of Paris. Theze boule-
vards seem to be the natural habitat of millionairas, film stars and
V.LP's in general, and In them are situated many of the famous Patisian
landmarks. From the Boulevard S¢. Michel one sees the Surbonine and
MNotre Dame, while on the Boulevard des Italiens one sees the QOpéra.
Les Champs Elysées, stretching from the Place de la Concorde (for
those of & diabolical nature, the home of the guillotine—it seems very
peaceful nowadays, apart from the traffic) to the Arc de Tromphe, 13
perhaps the most famous and most beautiful, Tt was built at the com-
mand of Napoleon I for his trivmphal ride through the city and though
he is most definitely not one of my heroes, I must admit that it was a
good idea.  Besides the famoos chestnut rees, it is now fined with
shops, car showrooms and cinemas which, it goes without saying, are
amongst the most expensive.

For the fair sex | must spare a word about the Rue de la Paix, the
most expensive shopping street in the world, T never got bevond window
shopping in that street. There, dozens of articles are not crowded into
one window., Oh no! one fantastic hat or exquisite piecc of jowellery
which costs the carth s tastefully placed on 2 pedestal or surrounded
by biack welvet and left in solitary state to be worshipped and gazed
upon by passers-by,

From our English poiat of view perhaps the most unusual and attract-
ive feature of the houlevard is the pavement café, which seems to cocupy
half the pavement at least. The iden of sitting sipping champagne,
cognac, cotfee or any drink, depending on onc’s purse, and studying the
passers-by and in lurn being gazed at, appeals to the popular imagination.
Indeed half the population of Paris appear ta do nothing elsc.?lr these
places of rest always seem to be Fufl. It iy rather disconcerting at frst
to be gazed upon by all and sundry with the same stare that is fixed
upen a strange animal, and after & time one adopis the blasd, couldn’t-
carc-less attitude.

The owners of some of these establishments have adopted rather a good
idea to protect their patrons from the cold and draughts, which are not
exclusive to England, namely, a glass wall which enables you to see out
in comfort and the spectators to see in, while you are protected from the
clements (and the natives '). However, it gives one the uncomfortable
feeling of being in a cage, put there to be gazed at by all who pass by,
Tndeed, the presence of the glass increases both the normal curiosity
of the outer world, who are magneticaily attracted to peer through i,
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and ooc's arge to pull 8 weird face. That urge, however, is sonn over-
come by the risk of attracting an interesied crowd and the explanatory
reply, “ Ah! Les Anglais!™”

The net wark of streets in Paris extends for miles— I don't recom-
mend a circular walking tour of Paris—and the pavemcnls are nol
particularly kind to the feet. To get around Patis, sk the smel]l of
garlic and the fifty-Rfty chance of being suffocated and take the Métro
—4i's far easier.

Yivien Hopgson (Head Girl)

PEAK PANORAMA

We left the original *dirty old man of England " at Doncaster.
Weary legs piled energy inte two of the most efficient machines ever
imvented and after a few more hours' il we arrived in Chesterfiekl.
the city of the crooked spire ; there we were overcome wilh utter amaie-
ment at the dirty, depressing appearance of this supposed Enplish beauty
spot and hasli!ygasscd on, eventually 1o pitch camp at a small village
called Walton.” Our benefactor here was a typical country yokel who
had spent his army career at Dipton and was ouly ton pleased o do a
favgur for two wanderers who brought back happy memories to him.
Eatly next morning we were in the picturesque holiday resort of Mat-
lock. When we had recovered from negotiating a omc-in-three hil?
{downwartls) we took tme off o v stand and siare™ and take in the
beauty of the surronnding scenery, the amazing and appropriately
mamed Height of Abeabam and the utigue Madlock Bath, to name
but twoe. On leaviog this holiday makers’ paradise, our journey con-
tinued up the Via Gellia. an ofd road said 1o be of Roman origin. All
along the road the air was thick encugh to cut with & knife owing to
the “ fall out ™ from the innumerable lime kilns along the wayside, At
lasi the clear moorland air greeted us as we reached the top of an
inviting tdge and from there on it was down hill all the #ay w0 oor
eventual destination [or the night, the Royal Cotlage Inn, Our camping
sile wax an alieged field fmerely o stecteh of mootland railed off) which
we shared with a cow and her family who Jid not appreciate our intru-
sion. However, our luck held and we were able to proceed mfely the
next moening into Buxton,

Buxton i a toswn whose fame has been widespread since early times,
hor oddly enough it has very few anbiquities. As of old, people come
hete to obtain the benefits of the Spa water which is supposed 1o have
such amaring properties. The greatest atrraction here, however, is
Paoles Cavern, the largest of the caverns in the Peak District. This
cavern is comparatively well it the paths are sale and many interesting
features are to be found there among the stalaclites and stalagmites
deposited by the lime impregnated River Wye. On leaving Buxton.
our journcy followed this river as it roshed down an ugly concrete
chammel, strangely teminiscent of an owsize gulter,  Thiz led us to
Ashwood Dale and the beginning of our visit t0 “ the Dales™ We soon
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left behind Wye Dale and Chee Dale and arrived in the quaint old village
of Ashton in {he Water. From now cn the journey bocame more inter-
esting. First we visited Haddon Hall near Bakewell, the ancient home
of the Vernons and the Manners, the nobifity of the Peak District.
Inside this ancient monument was to be found the usual coflection of
rusty ironmongery and worm-eaten furniture characteristic of such
mapsions. The refreshments on sale here, however, were of excellent
quality. We continued our journcy down the Dale 1o Rawsley and
then began the inevitable climb back wp again, past that other great
residence of the nobility, Chatsworth, which we were vareful to avoid.
As dusk fell we pitched camp ir a tiny hamlet rejoicing in the name of
Sparrowpil and slept with pleasant dreams of the wonders we would see
the following day when we visited Castleton with its amaving caverns.
Our poor misguided minds were soon disiflusioned the next morning,
when we were taken on a conducted tour of one of the caverns by a local
bumpkin talking with a perfect Oxford accent. The largest stalagmite on
view was about one foot long and it was impossible to tax the imagin-
ation far enough to conceive some of the wonders the guide assured
us existed there.

From here we travelled down the appropriately named Hope Valley
and then began climbiog again up to the great Ladybower reservoir.
The landscape along the next part of our route was strangely wooded
moortand terrain which led us eventually to the industrial town of
Glossop where we intended to spend the night. Our plans had to be
abruptly changed when we were informed by a very antagonistc game-
keeper that camping was strictly forbidden as the district was & catch-
ment area for the Manchester Water Board Reservoir pearby. This
meant another twelve miles” toil, most of which was on foot owing to
the steepness of the road as it wound its way up the moor to the B.B.C.
television station of Holm Moss, That night we camped hterally in the
shadow of the television mast, it was just like home (Holme 7). After
this we headed for home via Huddersfield and Wakefie!d, At zhout
ten oclock on a Sxturday two weird beings arrived in Annfield Plain.
Fortunately, the local constable was not to be seen or he might have
thought that even tramps had been caught up by aytomation.

I. E. Hogs (Head Boy),

N.B—To any unenlightened who may read this: The *“dirty old man
of England * is the Great North Road.

NOTRE DAME DE PARIS

Of the many things of interest which the school party visited during
its stay in Paris, the pltace which perhaps interested me most was the
cathedral of Motre Dame. Tt stands on (he ile de la cité, an island in
the Seine, 50 called becanse around this easily defended strong point
grew the city of Paris. On this very island, over two thousand years
ago, fishermen and boatmen built “their huts and they called their
village Lutetiz which means * home among the waters.™
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We entered by & small door in the north tower, climbed a dark spiral
stairease to about half way up the rower, then crossing over to the
south tower, we conlnued our ascent up a sccond fight to the roof
of the tower, and climbed in all 307 steps. From the veof of the south
tower we had a wonderful, panoramic view of al! Faris, the muddy,
yellow Seine below and all its bridges,

[ was fascinated by the many garpoyles which adorn the building.
They take many forms, some being grotesque birds and others znimals
and mythical creatures. The word gargoyle comes from the old Frepch
word garouills, meaning throat, and many of the gargoyles act as spouts
by which the water from the roof gutters draing away. Their real func-
tion, however, as intended by their ancient sculptors, is to frighten away
evil spirits, and this always reminds me of how superstitious the builders
of the church must have been. Also in the south tower is housed the
great * Bourdon,” the one which Quasimodo, the hunchback of Victor
Hugo's novel, i supposed to have rung. This great bel! weighs 15 toms,
and the dropper alone weighs 488 kilos, Within the cathedral the first
thing we encountered waz a stall which sold statues of the cathedral,
postcards, plastic models and similar articles, even when a service was
in progress, The cathedral is amazingly high, with a beautiful vaulted
rol supparted oo the inside by huge carved pillurs, and on the outside
fie the graceful flying buttresses. A litde light is admitted by the gor-
geous stained glass windows set high in ibhe walls, Of thesz windows
by far the most beautiful is the great rose window, which is ten metres
in diameter. This great window has remained intact for about seven
centruies since its construction in about s 1220, The cathedral is so
constructed that it is possible to walk right round behind the high altar.
At the end of the nave is the otgan which has 6000 pipes and 55 key-
boards. Also, set in the mawny recesses which line the walls are tiny
chapels, each elaborately decorated and supplied with its own altar.

Kemre Herrow (VIL).

HOLIDAY . TN GERMANY "

The three things about our boliday in Germany which I remember
most vividly are food, roads and sunflowers,

First—always first—food. The German restaurents in which we ate
were almost perfect. Uhnce we were seated at table, menues were handed
out, one each, and then followed a serious discossion on the merits of the
dishes, Our German hosts tried to interpret for us, and so did a waiter
who was always standing nearby to offer advice. When we had Fnally
decided (sometimes with a pin when the efforts of onr transhators wers
of no avail), the food was before us in a remarkably short time, and
excellent food it was oo, Bt although the food was wonderful, it was
the manner in which it was served znd the help of the waiters which
was outstanding.
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In the country districts, the roads were just as winding and narrow
as in FEngland bul once on an Awstobabn, we could travel over three
hundred miles from I am. io 6 pan. with frequent stops for meals
and rests, with great ease. The lane discipline left something o be
desired, snd although traffic at times scemed to be chaotic, the chaos
musl have had some sort of order {we pever discovered what sort) for
we $aW 0o serious accidents,

The countryside differed from Enpland in that there wore no hedges
and many of the lickls were divided into strips, each stip carrying a
different crop. Horses were used nluch more than machinery, shd we
were surprised at the number of ancient men and women, looking too
old to do anything at all, who did back-breaking work in the Galds,
The hillsides were covered with vincyards which stretched down o
the road and huge patches of clumsy, laughing sunflowers scemed o
follow us and smiie at us which ever way we turned.

MarcareT LIvESEY (VIL),

ON TAKING A FARMING HOLIDAY

Don't! At least not if you are conjuring vp, s [ did, a picture of
long, lazy, quivering summier days spent sunbathing in & hayfield with
onfy perhaps the stray midge o writate, with the buzzing of a bee, and
bird song to el you to sleep. Oh, yes, I will admir that [ saw plenty
of the hay fleld ; 1 even had my Gl of the sun. but only as I perched
anconvoriably on the edge of a tractor, inhaling paraffin Tumes, tensing
myself for fear of flting as il bit its way intérminably through the
grass, turned the corner, devoured the next side, and turned another
catier. My whole body throbbed with the vibration, and the sun that
best down mercilessly on my head, until I longed for a cooling breeze,
until T felt myself 4 part of the machine. Not in vain, however, T soon
acquired some lovely sore, red arms and legs, whick | persuaded myself
would turn Brown.

" The curfew tolls the knell of pam'n_adn}'.
The lowing herd winds slowly o’er the lea ™

My herd didw't. My herd careered along the main road, charged
into the hay field, and promptly proceeded to knock down every one
of the piles of bales which my uncke and his helper had so carefully
stacked up the previous eventng, Three hard bours of bloxd and sweat
had gone info those stacks, and in five minwes that nasty linle herd of
bullocks had strewn hay Bar and wide, throwe up bales on their horns
and caught them, and then began to canter roonnd the field in 2 most
alarming manner. OF course, if | had closed the Reld gale the catas-
trophe would never have occurred. On reminiscing I think 1 know why
my unele did not speak to me again for the rese of the holiday, How-
ever, whal elsc could he expect from an ignorant little town girl, who

dido’t even know the differemce between 4 cow and a heifer ?
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Every moming &t séven, every evening at six, someone had to bring
in the cows k0 he milked. It surprised me that they could oot come
themselves, they had done it so often, tut no, some miserable unforfun-
ates had to don wellingtons, atm themselves with sticks and pretend
they were on a range in the wild woolly west. I could successfully
evade the morning session by lying in bed, until T heard the milk-churns
rattling in the byre, but the svening interview was not so easily svoided,
Many the happy hour my cousin and | spent behind the dairy wailing
for that blissful moment when out hearts once more beat freely in our
breasts, and our souls delivered & dprayer of thanks, as we heard uncle
say, " All right, if you cannot lind them T'N go myself for the cows,”
but alas how soon my doom overtook me. Oh how soon! What s
difficult about coflccting eggs ¥ou say ? Nothing, tothing at all, but I
returned tripmphant with a octtled arm, a casing of real farmyard mud
round my nether regions and two of the three eggs which I had discovered
trickling in a yolky mess through my fingers. Nobody would have
thought it possible.

Perhaps sheep-farming is more in your line. Fust try painting those
mysterious hieroglypbics or them. Then your line will come to an
abrupl end, and turn sharply in the opposite direction.

“Small red spot on my left shoulder is our mark” T was told, “ the
sheep's shoulder of course.” Nuw T am under no delusions as o my
knowledge of farming, but somehow afier that remark, 1 felt a shight
inferiority complex growing on my weary body, By the time we had
finished marking it had taken complete possession | was covered in
ved dye, the sheep were covered in red dye, the ground was covered in
red dye, the farm bay was covered in red dye, and if you do happen o
find & lost sheep with 2 red spot on its RIGHT shoulder, vou will return
it to w8, won't you 7 Sheep's shoulders are sa very much alike.

By the way. if you have mothing o do at Easter you can come along
with me. [ am staying at my wncle’s farm for a few days (if he will et
me). We should enjoy ourselves.

EiBANDR ArnOLD (VIL),

LE QUATORZE IUILLET

This year I was lucky enough o be in Parls on July 14th, the anni-
versary of the stornning of the Bastille Fortress by the people during the
ficst and greatest of the French Revolutions. I had heard much about
™ le quatorze juillet,” and was eager to see for myself what it was really
like, althnugh T was warned that it would be necessary [o get up very
early and stand for hours hefore the celebrations began,

When we arrived in Paris T was amazed to find the streets practically
deserled. There were no people, and hardly a car, bus or lorry in sight,
and T began to wonder if this really was the fourteenth of July. How-
ever, as we rounded a corner 1 saw the reason for the deserted streets—
the whole population of Paris was concentrated along the route of the
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procession. Men, women and children seemed to have grown inches
i height, until 1 suddenly realised that they were standing on boxes
to. get o better view, We horried to buy boxes too and after a little
difficulty succesded in finding a place from which we had quite a good
view. Those who were unfortunate enough not to be able to buy any-
thing to stand on had bought periscopes from one of the many mer-
chants who could be found everywhers,

We had to wait a long time before the procession began, but every-
thing around me was so inleresting that the time seemed to Ay over,
and I was amared to find how lang we had actually been standing, The
only discomfort of which 1 was aware was the heat—it was one of the
hottest days of the holiday—but although we had already been standing
a long time, the infectious excitement of the crowd prevented me from
feeling tired, and in what seemed no time at all, we heard the sound of
music in the distance and several cars came into sight. In one of them
sat General de Gaulle, but as his car drew nearer it slowed down and
then finally stopped, to allow the General to get out and walk the few
vards to the pavilion where all the dignitaries were waiting to greet
him. At the sight of him the crowd broke into cheers and cries of
“Vive de Gaulle! Vive de Gaulle! Vive le Général!™ When he
reached his chair, the “Marseillaise” was sung by a mixed choir,
accompanied by a band, All noise quickly died at the sound of the
first notes, except for a woman near the front of the crowd who insisted
on cheering, but she soon stopped at the indignant, hoarse whispers of
** Taisez-vous; Madame ™ * De honte ! Taisez-vons [ "

It seemed strange and dreamlike to me standing under the hot blue
sky, surrounded by hundreds of French people, and listening to the
moving music of their national hymn. When it was over, the crowd
relaxed and the excited chatter broke out once miore. The procession
began, led by the National Guard, who were received with wild cheers
by the enthusiastic spectators. The music was very stirring, but I noticed
as the procession comtinued that the soldiers did not march half so
smartly as the British soldier. Those who had just returned from Algeria
received a special cheer, but for me, the highlight of the procession was
the sight of the white-turbaned Spahis. thronging past at full gallop
with their lances at the ready and their scarlet-lined, white cloaks
streaming behind them. They too received wild cheers for even those
who had seen them several times hefore could not fail to thrill at the
wonderful picture they presented, looking as if they had been snatched
from the pages of * The Arabian Nights,”

After the Spahis, the procession continued rather more sedately,
until suddenly a loud, droning noise was heard, and several planes
swooped low over the crowds in formation. This was repealed at inter-
vals, each batch of planes seeming to swoop lower than the kast, It was
difficult to decide which o watch, the sky or the procession; but T had
firmly turned round again to watch the decorated tanks which were
rolling past. each one bearing the name of a famous French victory,
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when a loud gasp came from the crowd and the roar of planes overhesd
made me quickly look up. As this particolar formation sped across the
sky, the smoke from the fuselage streamed out in broad stripes of red,
white and blue, and for long minutes the national colours of France
hung prowdly in the sky, until at last they slowly disinterrated into a
blue pothingness.

The parade ended as it bad bepun, with a march past by the National
Goard, Thea General de Gaulle stoed up, saluted, and walked slowly
to his car. As he drove off, thers were once more cheers for him, and
then the erowds began to disperse, and there was a preat surge towards
the nearest Métro. Once more “le quatorze juillet ™ had passed, and
for me, it was an occasion which I shall never forget and which, along
with everything else I saw and did, heiped to make my first visit o
France a memorable one.

PrYLris BRITToN (VIU)

SPRING

Spring 15 here again at last,

The stortay wititer now has passed ;
A frozen stream begins to flow,
Gurgling in the dell below,

Tiny buds begin to form,
Encouraged by the coming dawn ;
The grass is green as green can be,
And daistes bloom for all to see.

Tn the meadows cowslips bloom ;
They sparkle out beneath the moon,
In many different shades and colours
Flowers bloom for happy lovers.

BrevDa HapRSoN (114).
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GRUNDY’S
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*
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*
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“Pm

going

into COAL

—a career with

real prospects”
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